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September Calendar
Family Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 7, 2011; Noon
Place: The Petroleum Club, 800 Bell, 43rd Floor.
Cost: $30 for Family Law Section members with timely reservations; $35 for 
members without reservations and for non-member licensed attorneys and non-
attorney guests with timely reservations (non-attorney guests must be accompa-
nied by a Family Law Section member); $40 for late reservations.
Program: John Van Ness, Lilly, Newman & Van Ness, LLP to present “Parents 
v. Judges: Who has the Final Say on Best Interest?” Plus, interesting cases by 
Sallee Smyth. 
Information: For more information or to RSVP, please mail your check (pay-
able to the HBA-Family Law Section) to Liza A. Greene, Myres & Associates, 
P.L.L.C., 1717 St. James Place, Suite 450, Houston, Texas 77056. Reservations 
will not be taken by phone or at the door. Reservations may be faxed to Liza 
Greene at 713-622-1610 or emailed to Stephanie Angel at sangel@
myresfamilylaw.com.

Litigation Section - Westside Luncheon
Date & Time: Thursday, September 8, 2011, Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Luncheon, 
Noon -1:00 p.m.
Place: Maggiano’s Little Italy, 2019 Post Oak Blvd, Houston, Texas 77056.
Cost: $30 for Litigation Section members if pre-paid, $35 for non-members, 
guests and walk-ins, payable by cash or check at door. Walk-ins permitted if 
space is available.
Program: Kent Altsuler, HBA Litigation Section Chair, Nathan Sommers Jacobs, 
to present “Mediation Tips for Trial Lawyers.”
Information: Please RSVP and send payment by September 5, to jbutler@
nathansommers.com. Send checks, payable to HBA, to Jennifer Butler, Nathan 
Sommers Jacobs, 2800 Post Oak Blvd., 61st Floor, Houston, Texas 77056. 

Labor & Employment Law Section
Date & Time: Monday, September 12, 2011; registration: 11:30 a.m., Lunch and 
presentation; Noon.
Place: (Please note new location) Magnolia Hotel, 1100 Texas Ave., Houston, 
Texas 77002.
Cost: $30 for section members and law students, $35 for non-members or per-
sons without an advance reservation.
Program: Martin Ebel and Beatrice Wallace, both of Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission, to present “Representing Clients Before the EEOC.” 
Information: RSVP by 11:00 a.m. on September 7 to Anel Valdez at 
anel.valdez@jacksonlewis.com. No phone calls please. Seating is limited and 
valet parking is available for $7.00; first 30 participants will receive free valet 
when requested. If you make a reservation and do not attend, you are expected to 
pay the cost of the lunch unless you cancel by 11:00 a.m. on September 7.

Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program Support Group
Date & Time: Monday, September 12, 2011; 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Place: Houston Council on Alcohol and Drugs Building, 303 Jackson Hill, Room 
B-164.
Information: A confidential support group and educational forum for attorneys 
who are currently depressed, recovering from depression or seeking to maintain 
remission from the disease. The group meets the first Monday of each month 
(September 12 because of Labor Day). All are welcome. More information avail-
able by calling 1-800-343-8527 or Cameron.Vann@texasbar.com.

Alternative Dispute Resolution Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 13, 2011; 7:30 a.m - 8:30 a.m.
Place: South Texas College of Law, 6th Floor, Emilie Slohm Conference Center.
Cost: $10 for section members and law students, $15 for non-members. Students 
and judiciary are complimentary. NOTE: This month you may also pay $50 
in advance and be entitled to attend all monthly CLE’s of the ADR section, 
September 2011-April 2012.
Program: Jeff Kilgore to present, “Windstorm ADR.”
Information: For registration and information, contact Mike Neel, Attorney 
Mediator, P.O. Box 980755, Houston, Texas 77098, 713-626-0370 or mikeneel@
neelmediation.com.

International Law Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 13, 2011; 11:30 a.m 
Place: Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Board Room - 35th Floor.
Cost: $25 with reservations; $35 for walk-ins, space permitting. Checks only.
Program: Tom Fox to present “Surviving the FCPA Investigation.” 1.0 hour 
ethics credit.
Information: RSVP by September 9 to sbergeron@gardere.com and send a 

check, payable to HBA to: Sandy Bergeron, Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 
Louisiana, Suite 3400, Houston, Texas 77002. 

Environmental Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 14, 2011; 11:30 a.m - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Petroleum Club, 800 Bell St., 43rd Floor. Nearest MetroRail: Bell.
Cost: $30 for members; $35 for non-members and guests; $20 for government, 
non-profit and academic employees; $15 for law students; and $40 for walk-ins 
or those who RSVP and fail to show.
Program: Mayor Annise Parker to present “The Greening of Houston” 
Information: RSVP by noon on September 9 to Laura Talbot at ltalbot@
velaw.com. Send checks payable to HBA to Laura Talbot, Vinson & Elkins, 
1001 Fannin, Suite 2500, Houston, Texas 77002. The HBA Environmental 
Law Section invites its members to get on board for the season with the new 
GREENPA$$. Purchase a GREENPA$$ to cover all luncheon meetings in 
advance and receive one free. The GREENPA$$ is $280 for the year. Sign up by  
September 9, 2011. To read more information about the GREENPA$$ and see 
special conditions, please visit the Environmental Law Section page of the HBA 
website, www.hba.org.

Health Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 14, 2011; registration: 11:30 a.m., Lunch 
and presentation; Noon - 1:15 p.m..
Place: Damian’s Cucina Italiana, 3011 Smith, Houston, Texas 77006.
Cost: $35 with registration; $45 at the door; and $25 for students.
Program: Lisa Helfman, Texas Children’s Hospital and David Springhetti, 
Munsch, Hardt Kopf & Harr, P.C. to present “A Primer on Medical Office 
Building Leasing Under the Stark Law, Anti-Kickback Statute and Tax 
Exemption Laws.”
Information: Please RSVP by noon on September 12. Direct RSVPs to Lisa L. 
Dahm at ldahm@stcl.edu or 713-646-1873. Those who RSVP but fail to attend will 
be responsible for the cost. Vegetarian meals must be requested in advance.

Commercial and Consumer Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 14, 2011; registration; 11:45 a.m., lunch 
and presentation; Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Downtown Club at Houston Center, Club Level, 1100 Caroline & Lamar.
Cost: $30 with timely RSVP, $35 for late RSVP/walk-ins; $39 for non-members. 
Yearly subscription available for $192.
Program: Hon. R. Jack Cagle, Judge, County Civil Court 1, to present “What to 
Do After You Win: Collection and Turnovers.” 
Information: RSVP by September 8, 2011 to Vicki Hart at vhart@dntlaw.com. 
Please make payments at the luncheon. Parking in the attached garage will be 
validated at no additional charge.

Solos Supporting Solos
Date & Time: Thursday, September 15, 2011; 7:30 a.m.- 8:30 a.m.
Place: Wortham Tower Cafeteria, 2727 Allen Parkway at Waugh.
Cost: $5 (breakfast available, but not included in charge.)
Program: Charles Foster to present “A Realistic Immigration Policy.”
Information: For reservations contact Lynne Andrews at 713-626-7272; fax to 
713-626-3606 or email andrewslynne777@gmail.com.

Construction Law Section
Date & Time: Thursday, September 15, 2011; 11:45 a.m.
Place: Brennan’s of Houston, 3300 Smith, Houston, Texas 77006.
Cost: $35 for section members with prepaid reservation; $40 for non section 
members/paid at the door; $45 for non-HBA members.
Program: Hon. Brent Gamble, Judge, 270th District Court, to present “Tips from 
the Bench.”
Information: RSVP by Friday, September 9, 2011 to Tara Rollin, Adams and 
Reese LLP, 1221 McKinney, Suite 4400, Houston, Texas 77010. For information 
Call 713-308-0375 or tara.rollin@arlaw.com.

Law Practice Management Section
Date & Time: Thursday, September 15, 2011; Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Law Offices of Dunn, Neal & Gerger, LLP, 3050 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 
400 (Lakes on Post Oak), Houston, Texas 77056.
Program: Jennifer A. Hasley, Hasley Scarano, L.L.P., to present “The Ethical 
Ins-and-Outs for Solving Everyday LPM Issues.” 
Information: To RSVP for the meeting, please contact Scot Dixon at sdixon@
velaw.com or 713-758-3373. Next meeting will be November 17, 2011.



Collaborative Law Section
Date & Time: Thursday, September 15, 2011; 5:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Place: Cafe Moustache, 507 Westheimer, Houston, Texas 77006.
Cost: No charge for section members.
Program: After work social; no RSVP necessary.

Juvenile Law Section - Conference
Date: Friday and Saturday, September 16-17
Place: The Council on Alcohol and Drugs Houston, 303 Jackson Hill Street, 
Houston, Texas 77007.
Cost: $150 per person with early registration; $175 per person for on-site regis-
tration.
Program: The Juvenile Court Judges of Harris County, Texas and the HBA 
Juvenile Law Section present, “Second Annual Juvenile Law Conference.”
Information: Registration forms, conference schedule and detailed information 
are available by visiting the Juvenile Law Section on the HBA web site, www.
hba.org. Early registration must be received by September 9. Conference enroll-
ment limited to 300 participants.

Litigation Section - Downtown Luncheon
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 20, 2011, Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Luncheon, 
Noon -1:00 p.m.
Place: The Houston Club, 811 Rusk, Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: $30 for Litigation Section members if pre-paid, $35 for non-members, 
guests and walk-ins, payable by cash or check at door. Walk-ins permitted if 
space is available.
Program: James Collura to present “Marsh USA v. Cook - The Impact on Cov-
enants Not to Compete in Texas.”
Information: Please RSVP and send payment by September 16, to jbutler@
nathansommers.com. Send checks, payable to HBA, to Jennifer Butler, Nathan 
Sommers Jacobs, 2800 Post Oak Blvd., 61st Floor, Houston, Texas 77056. 

Corporate Counsel Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 20, 2011; Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, 1111 Louisiana, Suite 4400, 
Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: No charge for section members.
Program: Shayne Newell, Baker Botts LLP, to present “Selected Ethical 
Considerations from the Perspective of Outside Counsel.” 1.0 hour ethics credit. 
Information: Reservations are not required and a light lunch will be served. 

Bankruptcy Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 21, 2011; Noon.
Place: Judge Marvin Isgur’s courtroom, Federal Courthouse, 515 Rusk, 4th Floor
Information: Please bring a lunch to the courtroom.

Real Estate Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 21, 2011; Noon.
Place: Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP, 25th Floor Conference Room, JP 
Morgan Chase Tower, 600 Travis, Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: $35 with advance registration; $40 at the door; $175 annual luncheon sub-
scription.
Program: Corey Smith, First American Commercial Due Diligence Services, to 
present, “The 2011 ALTA Survey Requirements and Options Changes.”
Information: To RSVP, make your check payable to HBA Real Estate Law 
Section and mail to G. Riley Hetherington, Ewing & Jones, PLLC, 6363 
Woodway, Suite 1000, Houston, Texas 77057. For information email 
rhetherington@ewingjones.com or call 713-590-9620.

Taxation Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 21, 2011; Noon - 1:15 p.m.
Place: The Downtown Club at the Plaza, 910 Louisiana, 49th Floor.
Cost: $29 for section members with reservations and checks received by 
September 16; $35 for others; government personnel and students pay one-half of 
the applicable price.
Program: Paul Master, Chamberlain Hrdlicka, to present “Current Developments 
in State and Local Taxes.” (1.0 hour CLE and CPE credit.)
Information: To RSVP please send check payable to HBA Taxation Section to: 
Christine Cunningham, Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400, 
Houston, Texas 77002. Email ccunningham@gardere.com for more information.

Health Law Section
Date & Time: Thursday, September 22, 2011; 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Place: The Tasting Room - Uptown Park, 1101-18 Uptown Park Blvd., Houston, 
Texas 77056.
Cost: Cash Bar.
Program: Networking Happy Hour 
Information: The Networking Happy Hour will provide a unique opportunity 
to connect with Houston area health law attorneys and other healthcare profes-
sionals, exchange innovative ideas and establish beneficial relationships. For 
additional information, please contact L. Renée Lowe at 281-323-1501 or Mark 
Phelps at 713-822-6064.

Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 27, 2011, 11:30 a.m.
Place: The Houston Club, Texas Room (10th Floor), 811 Rusk.
Cost: $30 with RSVP; $35 at the door, space permitting.
Program: Marcelo Donadio, Ernst & Young to present, “Business Risks in the 
O&G Industry.”
Information: Please send checks, payable to HBA, to: John Metzger, Looper, 
Reed & McGraw, P.C., 1300 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 2000, Houston, Texas 77056. 
Checks must be received by Friday, September 23, 2011.

Probate, Trusts & Estates Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, September 27, 2011; 5:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.
Place: Compass Bank - River Oaks, 2001 Kirby Drive
Cost: No cost for section members; $20 for guests.
Program: Brian Cororve, Campbell & Riggs, P.C., to present “Planning for 
Spouses in 2011 & 2012: Opportunities & Pitfalls.” Includes .25 hours ethics 
credit.

Association of Women Attorneys
Date & Time: Wednesday, September 28, 2011; registration and networking, 
11:30 a.m.; Presentation, Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Baker & Hostetler, LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Suite 2200, Houston, Texas 
77002. 
Cost: No charge for AWA members; $20 for non-AWA members.
Program: Collyn Peddie to present “Unconscious Biases: How to Deal with 
Them and How to Make them Work for You.” 
Information: Box lunches available for $5 for members who RSVP to ileana.
blanco@dlapiper.com by September 21.

The HBA office will be closed on Monday, September 5,  in observance of 
Labor Day. 

October Calendar
Texas Lawyers’ Assistance Program Support Group
Date & Time: Monday, October 3, 2011; 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Place: Houston Council on Alcohol and Drugs Building, 303 Jackson Hill, Room 
B-164.
Information: A confidential support group and educational forum for attorneys 
who are currently depressed, recovering from depression or seeking to maintain 
remission from the disease. The group meets the first Monday of each month. All 
are welcome. More information available by calling 1-800-343-8527 or Cameron.
Vann@texasbar.com.

Family Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 5, 2011; Noon
Place: The Petroleum Club, 800 Bell, 43rd Floor.
Cost: $30 for Family Law Section members with timely reservations; $35 for 
members without reservations and for non-member licensed attorneys and non-
attorney guests with timely reservations (non-attorney guests must be accompa-

nied by a Family Law Section member); $40 for late reservations.
Program: TBA; please check the HBA Section Calendar on the HBA website, 
www.hba.org or the Family Law Section website, www.hbafam.org. 
Information: For more information or to RSVP, please mail your check (pay-
able to the HBA-Family Law Section) to Liza A. Greene, Myres & Associates, 
P.L.L.C., 1717 St. James Place, Suite 450, Houston, Texas 77056. Reservations 
will not be taken by phone or at the door. Reservations may be faxed to Liza 
Greene at 713-622-1610 or emailed to Stephanie Angel at sangel@
myresfamilylaw.com.

Labor & Employment Law Section
Date & Time: Monday, October 10, 2011; registration: 11:30 a.m., Lunch and 
presentation; Noon.
Place: (Please note new location) Magnolia Hotel, 1100 Texas Ave., Houston, 
Texas 77002.
Cost: $30 for section members and law students, $35 for non-members or per-
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sons without an advance reservation.
Program: Richard “Rex” Burch, Bruckner & Burch, PLLC and W. Jackson 
Wisdom, Martin, Disiere, Jefferson & Wisdom, L.L.P., to present “Recent 
Developments in FLSA Collective Actions.” Includes .25 hours ethics credit.
Information: RSVP by 11:00 a.m. on October 5 to Anel Valdez at 
anel.valdez@jacksonlewis.com. No phone calls please. Seating is limited and 
valet parking is available for $7.00; first 30 participants will receive free valet 
when requested. If you make a reservation and do not attend, you are expected to 
pay the cost of the lunch unless you cancel by 11:00 a.m. on October 5.

International Law Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 11, 2011; 11:30 a.m 
Place: Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Board Room - 35th Floor.
Cost: $25 with reservations; $35 for walk-ins, space permitting. Checks only.
Program: George von Mehren and Steven Harris, both of Squire, Sanders & 
Dempsey, to present “International Disputes Among Sovereigns.” 
Information: RSVP by October 7 to sbergeron@gardere.com and send a 
check, payable to HBA to: Sandy Bergeron, Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 
Louisiana, Suite 3400, Houston, Texas 77002.

Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section - Fall Reception
Date & Time: Thursday, October 11, 2011, 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Place: Offices of Torch Energy Advisors, 4 Houston Center, 1331 Lamar, 14th Floor.
Cost: $20 per person; free for annual subscribers.
Program: Houston Bar Association Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section Fall 
Reception. Jack Balagia, General Counsel, ExxonMobil, will be the guest speaker.
Information: Please send checks, payable to HBA, to: John Metzger, Looper, 
Reed & McGraw, P.C., 1300 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 2000, Houston, Texas 77056.

Environmental Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 12, 2011; 11:30 a.m - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Petroleum Club, 800 Bell St., 43rd Floor. Nearest MetroRail: Bell.
Cost: $30 for members; $35 for non-members and guests; $20 for government, 
non-profit and academic employees; $15 for law students; and $40 for walk-ins 
or those who RSVP and fail to show.
Program: TBA 
Information: RSVP by noon on October 7 to Laura Talbot at ltalbot@velaw.
com. Send checks payable to HBA, to Laura Talbot, Vinson & Elkins, 1001 Fan-
nin, Suite 2500, Houston, Texas 77002.

Commercial and Consumer Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 12, 2011; registration; 11:45 a.m., lunch and 
presentation; Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Downtown Club at Houston Center, Club Level, 1100 Caroline & Lamar.
Cost: $30 with timely RSVP, $35 for late RSVP/walk-ins; $39 for non-members. 
Yearly subscription available for $192.
Program: Richard M. Alderman, Associate Dean and Director of the Consumer 
Law Center, to present “DTPA Remedies.” 
Information: RSVP by October 6, 2011 to Vicki Hart at vhart@dntlaw.com. 
Please make payments at the luncheon. Parking in the attached garage will be 
validated at no additional charge. 

Litigation Section - Westside Luncheon
Date & Time: Thursday, October 13, 2011, Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Luncheon, 
Noon -1:00 p.m.
Place: Maggiano’s Little Italy, 2019 Post Oak Blvd, Houston, Texas 77056.
Cost: $30 for Litigation Section members if pre-paid, $35 for non-members, 
guests and walk-ins, payable by cash or check at door. Walk-ins permitted if 
space is available.
Program: TBA; please check the HBA website calendar, www.hba.org
Information: Please RSVP and send payment to jbutler@nathansommers.com. 
Send checks, payable to HBA, to Jennifer Butler, Nathan Sommers Jacobs, 2800 
Post Oak Blvd., 61st Floor, Houston, Texas 77056.

Collaborative Law Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 18, 2011, 11:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Four Oaks Place - Hill Country Room, 1330 Post Oak Blvd., Level 2.
Cost: $20
Program: “Ethically Using Social Media to Promote Collaborative Law.”
Information: Please RSVP to Kathleen Gasner at kagasner@msn.com.

Litigation Section - Downtown Luncheon
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 18, 2011, Registration, 11:30 a.m.; Luncheon, 
Noon -1:00 p.m.
Place: The Houston Club, 811 Rusk, Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: $30 for Litigation Section members if pre-paid, $35 for non-members, 
guests and walk-ins, payable by cash or check at door. Walk-ins permitted if 
space is available.
Program: TBA; please check the HBA website calendar, ww.hba.org
Information: Please RSVP and send payment by September 16, to jbutler@

nathansommers.com. Send checks, payable to HBA, to Jennifer Butler, Nathan 
Sommers Jacobs, 2800 Post Oak Blvd., 61st Floor, Houston, Texas 77056. 

Corporate Counsel Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 18, 2011; Noon - 1:00 p.m.
Place: Akin Gump Strauss Hauer & Feld LLP, 1111 Louisiana, Suite 4400, 
Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: No charge for section members.
Program: Scott Davidson, Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP, to present 
“Expanded Employer Obligations and Emerging Issues in Employment Law.”
Information: Reservations are not required and a light lunch will be served. 

Bankruptcy Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 19, 2011; Noon.
Place: Judge Marvin Isgur’s courtroom, Federal Courthouse, 515 Rusk, 4th Floor
Information: Please bring a lunch to the courtroom. 
 
Real Estate Law Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, Ocotber 19, 2011; Noon.
Place: Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell LLP, 25th Floor Conference Room, JP 
Morgan Chase Tower, 600 Travis, Houston, Texas 77002.
Cost: $35 with advance registration; $40 at the door; $175 annual luncheon sub-
scription.
Program: Julia P. Forrester, Professor, SMU Dedman School of Law, to present, 
“The New Texas Assignment of Rents Act.”
Information: To RSVP, make your check payable to HBA Real Estate Law 
Section and mail to G. Riley Hetherington, Ewing & Jones, PLLC, 6363 
Woodway, Suite 1000, Houston, Texas 77057. For information email 
rhetherington@ewingjones.com or call 713-590-9620.

Taxation Section
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 19, 2011; Noon - 1:15 p.m.
Place: The Downtown Club at the Plaza, 910 Louisiana, 49th Floor.
Cost: $29 for section members with reservations and checks received by October 
14; $35 for others; government personnel and students pay one-half of the appli-
cable price.
Program: Judge Mary Ann Cohen, United States Tax Court, to present “Update 
from the Tax Court.” (1.0 hour CLE and CPE credit.)
Information: To RSVP please send check, payable to HBA Taxation Section, to: 
Christine Cunningham, Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP, 1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400, 
Houston, Texas 77002. Email ccunningham@gardere.com for more information.

Association of Women Attorneys
Date & Time: Wednesday, October 19, 2011; 5:30 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Place: River Oaks Country Club, 1600 River Oaks Blvd.
Cost: $55.00   AWA Members purchasing tickets prior to September 30; $65.00   
Non-AWA Members purchasing tickets prior to September 30; $75.00   All tick-
ets purchased after September 30 except: $35.00   Judiciary tickets purchased at 
any time or $25.00   Law Student tickets purchased at any time.
Program: AWA Annual Judicial Reception. 
Information: To learn more about this event, please visit www.awahouston.com.

Solos Supporting Solos
Date & Time: Thursday, October 20, 2011; 7:30 a.m.- 8:30 a.m.
Place: Wortham Tower Cafeteria, 2727 Allen Parkway at Waugh.
Cost: $5 (breakfast available, but not included in charge.)
Program: Warren Cole to present “Current Developments in Family Law.”
Information: For reservations contact Lynne Andrews at 713-626-7272; fax to 
713-626-3606 or email andrewslynne777@gmail.com.

Construction Law Section
Date & Time: Thursday, October 20, 2011; registration, 11:45 a.m.; luncheon, 
Noon.
Place: Brennan’s of Houston, 3300 Smith St., Houston, Texas 77006.
Cost: $35 for section members with prepaid reservation; $40 for non section 
members/paid at the door; $45 for non-HBA members.
Program: Ian Faria, Coats ‌| Rose, to present “Recent Developments in 
Residential Construction Law, Liens, Retainage and More.”
Information: RSVP by Friday, October 14 to Tara Rollin, Adams and Reese 
LLP, 1221 McKinney, Suite 4400, Houston, Texas 77010. For information call 
713-308-0375 or tara.rollin@arlaw.com.
Oil, Gas and Mineral Law Section
Date & Time: Tuesday, October 25, 2011, 11:30 a.m.
Place: The Houston Club, Texas Room (10th Floor), 811 Rusk.
Cost: $30 with RSVP; $35 at the door, space permitting.
Program: N. Gregory Smith, Professor, Louisiana State University, to present, 
“Ethics.”
Information: Please send checks, payable to HBA, to: John Metzger, Looper, 
Reed & McGraw, P.C., 1300 Post Oak Blvd., Suite 2000, Houston, Texas 77056. 
Checks must be received by Friday, October 21, 2011.
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Events
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Director
Ron Riojas
ronr@hba.org

Education Director
Lucy Fisher
lucyf@hba.org

Community Education 
Assistant
Natasha Williams
natashaw@hba.org

Continuing Legal Education 
Assistant
Amelia Burt
ameliab@hba.org

Committee & Section Directory   2011-2012

1001 Fannin, Suite 1300           Houston, Texas 77002           713-759-1133           Fax 713-759-1710         www.hba.org
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2011-2012 HBA Sections

Antitrust and Trade Regulation
Chair
Carlos Rainer
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-3673
crainer@fulbright.com
Chair-Elect
Amy Tabor
Secretary/Treasurer
Stacy Neal

Immediate Past Chair
Andrew Gregory

Council Members
Mary Beth Balhoff
Andrew Gregory
Nicholas G. Grimmer
Jason Powers

Animal Law
Chair
Steven Halpert
Attorney at Law
917 Franklin St., Suite 550
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-2590
stevenhalpert@crim
defenseattorney.com
Vice-Chair
Robert J. Inger

Secretary
Jill Elsey

Treasurer
Belinda Smith
Immediate Past Chair
Elizabeth Asher
Council Members
Andrew Baldinger
Clarissa Kay Bauer
Riecke Baumann
Linda Geffin
Karla LaFitte
Jessica Milligan
Elyssa Schnurr
Jennifer Tomsen

Alternative Dispute Resolution
Chair
Hon. Caroline Baker
Judge - 295th District Court
201 Caroline, 14th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-368-6450
judgecarolinebaker@yahoo.
com
Chair-Elect
Hon. Alvin Zimmerman
Secretary
Hon. Lorraine Wilson

Treasurer
Michael Neel
Immediate Past Chair
Eileen Hohlt
Council Members
Rick Flake
Allison Snyder
Ben Sheppard
Lonnie Schooler
Hon. John Coselli
Debra Berman

Appellate Practice

Chair
Alan Daughtry
Attorney at Law
1221 McKinney, Suite 4100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-554-9097
alan@alandaughtrylaw.com
Chair-Elect
Brett Busby
Vice-Chair
Joe Roden
Secretary
Eileen Wilson
Treasurer
Hannah Sibiski
Immediate Past Chair
Kent G. Rutter
Council Members 
Derek Bauman
Hon. William J. Boyce
Kathy Butler
Kevin H. Dubose

Robert Dubose
Hon. Wanda Fowler
Lori M. Gallagher
Clinard (Buddy) Hanby
Lauren Beck Harris
Warren W. Harris
Hon. Adele Hedges
Alene Ross Levy
Hon. Michael Massengale
M. Karinne McCullough
Daryl L. Moore
Jeff T. Nobles
Connie Pfeiffer
Karlene Poll
Russell Post
Robert M. (Randy) Roach
Scott Rothenberg
Kent G. Rutter
Catherine B. Smith
JoAnn Storey
Mark Trachtenberg
Thomas Van Arsdel
Robert Alan York

Bankruptcy Law
Chair
Randy Williams
Thompson & Knight LLP
333 Clay Street, Suite 3300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-653-8645
Chair-Elect
Elizabeth Freeman
Vice-Chair
Simon Mayer

Treasurer
Angela Randermann
Immediate Past Chair
Chris Johnson
Council Members
Lisa Cockrell
Kenneth Thomas

Commercial and Consumer Law
Chair
Robert B. Johnson
UH Center for Consumer Law
100 Law Center, Suite 102G
Houston, Texas 77204
713-743-2063
rbjohnson@uh.edu
Chair-Elect
Vicki Hart

Secretary
Tariq F. Gladney

Treasurer
Lee Turbyfill
Immediate Past Chair
Steve Stricklin
Council Members
Mark L. Aschermann
Phillip Boyko
Jonathan H. Clark
Dana Karni-Ilouz
Keith Peterson
Deborah Riherd
Brian Tagtmeier

Entertainment & Sports Law
Chair
Jeff Nalley
Select Sports Group, LLC
5800 JPMorgan Chase Tower
600 Travis
Houston, Texas 77002
713-621-6700
jeff.nalley@selectsports
group.com

Chair-Elect
Jammy Kiggundu
Secretary
Brendettae J. Payne

Treasurer
Matthew Frazier
Immediate Past Chair
Yocel Alonso

Council Members
Ricky Anderson
Adelqui Boué
Maureen Doherty
Hank Fasthoff
Bennett Fisher
Keith Jaasma

Construction Law
Chair
David Toney
Adams & Reese LLP
1221 McKinney St.
Suite 4400
Houston, Texas 77010
713-308-0116
david.toney@arlaw.com
Chair-Elect
Koettig Jackson

Secretary/Treasurer
Clay Babers
Immediate Past Chair
Ian Faria

Council Members
Clayton Cannon
Tonja DeSloover
Jon Paul Hoelscher
Matt Moore
Tim Ross

Corporate Counsel
Chair
Andrew Gratz
LyondellBasell
1221 McKinney St.
Suite 700
Houston, Texas 77010
713-309-7200
andrew.gratz@lyondell
basell.com
Vice-Chair
Harry R. Beaudry
Secretary
Jason B. Beauvais

Treasurer
Stephen Joel Calvert
Immediate Past Chair
John Goodgame
Council
Shar Ahmed
Joe Davidson
Brett Schrader

Collaborative Law
Chair
Barbara Epperson
Law Office of Barbara 
Epperson
17625 Camino Real
Suite 101
Houston, Texas 77058
281-984-7300
eppersonlaw@comcast.net
Chair-Elect
Lauren Durso

Secretary/Treasurer
Kathleen Gasner

Immediate Past Chair
Patricia Carter

Council Members
Elizabeth Asher
Vonda Covington 
Rhonda Ross

Environmental Law
Chair
Snehal R. Patel
Harris County Attorney’s 
Office
1019 Congress St. 
15th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-755-8284
snehal_patel@hctx.net
Chair-Elect
Rebecca K. Skiba
Vice-Chair
John S. Gray
Secretary
Ben Cowan

Treasurer
Kristie M. Tice
Immediate Past Chair
Jim Kean
Council Members
Robert Claude
Andrew Fono
William B. Graham
Joseph Herbster
Tonya Lewis
Janet McQuaid
Ceil Price
Rebecca Rentz

Criminal Law and Procedure
Chair
Alejandro (Alex) Macias
Hinton & Bailey LLP
5300 Memorial, Suite 1000
Houston, Texas 77007
713-864-4477
amacias@hintonbailey.com
Vice-Chair
Jim Stafford

Treasurer
Michael L. Herman

Family Law
Chair
Bret Bosker
Peltier, Bosker & Griffin, P.C.
952 Echo Lane, Suite 422
Houston, Texas 77024
713-461-5288
babosker@pbgfamilylaw.
com
Chair-Elect 
Kate McConnico
Secretary
Kimberly D. Levi

Treasurer
Liza Greene
Immediate Past Chair
Craig Haston
Council Members
Maisie A. Barringer
Patricia Carter
Estelee Garrison
James Hedlesten
Susan F. McClerran
Aaron Reimer
Jennie R. Smith
Sara Springer Valentine
Lauren Waddell
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International Law
Chair
James L. Connor III
El Paso Corporation
1001 Louisiana
P.O. Box 2511
Houston, Texas 77252
713-420-6146
jim.connor@elpaso.com
Vice-Chair
Anacarolina Estaba
Secretary
Peter McLauchlan

Treasurer
Michael Peck
Immediate Past Chair
Richard Deutsch

Council Members
George Diaz-Arrastia
Veronica Foley
Jay Kelley
Juan Luna
Ignacio Pinto-Leon
David Waddell
Ann Webb

Health Law
Chair
Heather Morlang
Watt Beckworth Thompson 
& Henneman, LLP
1800 Pennzoil Place
South Tower
711 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002
713-650-8100
hmorlang@wattbeckworth.
com
Chair-Elect
Nhan Nguyen
Secretary 
Marva Gay

Treasurer 
Stuart Miller
Immediate Past Chair 
Cynthia Marietta
Council Members 
Marissa Arreola
Lisa Dahm
Kirsten Davenport
Gregory Etzel
L. Renée Lowe
D. Dewayne Nichols
Mark Phelps

Juvenile Law
Chair
Brian J. Fischer
Attorney at Law
6200 Gulf Freeway
Suite 202
Houston, Texas 77023
713-520-7500
bjflaw@hotmail.com

Secretary/Treasurer
Itze Soliz-Matthews
Council Members
Marc Isenberg
Guadalupe Ramirez

Law Practice Management

Litigation
Chair
Kent Altsuler
Nathan Sommers Jacobs
2800 Post Oak Boulevard
61st Floor
Houston, Texas 77056
713-960-0303
kaltsuler@nathansommers.
com
Vice-Chair 
Wesley Ward

Secretary
Mauricio Escobar
Immediate Past Chair
Todd Foss
Council Members 
Jeff Andrews
David Baay
Kristen Brauchle
Seth Miller
W. Ross Spence

Labor & Employment
Chair
G. Scott Fiddler
Law Office of G. Scott 
Fiddler, P.C.
9601 Jones Road
Suite 250
Houston, Texas 77065
281-897-0070
scott@fiddlerlaw.com
Chair-Elect 
David B. Jordan
Vice-Chair 
Timothy Bowne
Secretary 
Lizzette Palmer

Treasurer
Meredith Leitner
Immediate Past Chair
Samantha Barlow Martinez
Council Members
Jacqueline Armstrong
Richard “Rex” Burch
Jim Cleary
Elaine Howard
Melissa Moore
Elizabeth Patterson
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Lonnie M. Schooler
Daryl Sinkule
Nick Spiliotis
Genetha Turner
Charles H. Wilson

Chair
Kristin Brauchle
Brockman, Brauchle & Evans, 
PLLC
2020 Southwest Freeway
Suite 323
Houston, Texas 77098
713-224-6100
kbrauchle@bbelawfirm.com
Chair-Elect
Anthony D. Padilla

Treasurer
E. Scot Dixon
Secretary
James A. Dunn

Immediate Past Chair
Greg Hasley
Council Members 
Joshua Brockman
Julie Evans
Jennifer A. Hasley
Joy Sanders

Mergers & Acquisitions
Chair
Chris Schaeper
Thompson & Knight LLP
333 Clay Street, Suite 3300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-654-8111
chris.schaeper@tklaw.com
Vice-Chair
Bill Moss
Secretary
Amber L. Ervin
Treasurer
James Cowen

Immediate Past Chair
Marilyn C. Maloney
Council Members
James Cowen
Amber L. Ervin
Arthur Howard 
Marilyn C. Maloney
Gary W. Miller
Bill Moss
Mike Peters
John Tsai

Oil, Gas & Mineral Law
Chair
Robert L. Theriot
Liskow & Lewis
1001 Fannin, Suite 1800
Houston, Texas 77002
713-651-2597
rltheriot@liskow.com
Chair-Elect 
James L. Connor III
Vice-Chair-Membership
Paul G. Yale

Secretary
Greg S. Mathews
Treasurer
John D. Metzger
Immediate Past Chair
Don Jackson
Council Members
Cody Carper
Mary Lou Fry
Ralph Midkiff
Charlton Wimberly

Probate, Trusts and Estate
Chair
Jeannine C. Flynn
Law Office of Jeannine C. 
Flynn
5615 Kirby Drive, Suite 925
Houston, Texas 77005
713-521-3303
jeannineflynn@aol.com
Chair-Elect 
W. Cameron McCulloch
Vice-Chair 
Jimmy Walker
Secretary 
Linda C. Goehrs

Treasurer 
Scott A. Schepps
Immediate Past Chair  
Louis M. Ditta

Council Members
Molly Dear Abshire
Stephen T. Dyer
Tammy C. Manning
Bridget O’Toole Purdie

Real Estate Law
Chair
David C. Groff
Wilson, Cribbs & Goren, 
P.C.
2500 Fannin St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-9000
dgroff@wcglaw.com
Chair-Elect
Barry L. Racusin
Secretary/Treasurer
G. Riley Hetherington III

Immediate Past Chair
Stephanie L. Harrison
Council Members 
Thad Armstrong
Priya Coffey
John Moody
Lori Warner
David Weiner

Social Security
Chair
John Driskill
Morgan & Weisbrod
6800 West Loop South
Suite 450
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713-838-0003
jmdriskill@morganweisbrod.
com

Chair-Elect
James Andrews

Secretary
Nohayia Javed

Treasurer
Amy Sopchak
Immediate Past Chair
Jim Chisolm
Council Members
Weston Cotten
Frank Marek
Leeanna McKenzie
Carolyn Shulman

Securities, Litigation & Arbitration Law
Chair
Mark K. Glasser
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1234
mark.glasser@bakerbotts.
com
Treasurer
John A. Irvine
Immediate Past Chair
N. Scott Fletcher

Council Members
David Bissinger
Hon. S. Grant Dorfman
Rebecca Hamric
Carolyn Henneman
Prof. Douglas Moll
Kathy Patrick
Reagan Pratt
Gerald Siegmyer
David Sterling

Taxation
Chair
Mark D. Lee
American General Life 
Companies
2929 Allen Parkway A30-15
Houston,Texas 77019
713-831-6966
mark.lee@aglife.com
Chair-Elect 
Bruce A. McGovern
Secretary 
Craig M. Bergez
Treasurer 
Greg M. Matlock
Immediate Past Chair 
Chris J. Lallo

Council Members
Mike Abbott
James Beard
Chris J. Lallo
Dan Leightman
Pete Lowy
Ed Osterberg
Ken Simon
William Streng
Mitch Tiras
Jaime Vasquez
Juan Vasquez
Bret Wells

2011-2012 HBA Sections
Federal Practice

Chair
Jay Jackson
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, 
Sorrels, Agosto & Friend
800 Commerce St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-7211
jjackson@abrahamwatkins.com
Chair-Elect 
Patricia Casey
Treasurer
Karla “Rachelle” Goldman

Secretary
Justin Schwartz
Immediate Past Chair
Robert Paddock

Council Member
Carrie Arnett
Jacob Fain
Dori Goldman
Brent Perry
Lonnie M. Schooler



19September/Ocrtober 2011 Houston Bar Bulletin

Administration of Justice

Co-chair
Brent A. Benoit
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell 	
     LLP
2800 JPMorgan Chase 
Tower, 600 Travis St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-226-1200
bbenoit@lockelord.com

Co-chair
Blaine Hummel
Irelan Hargis P.L.L.C.
440 Louisiana, Suite 1800
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-7666
hummel@irelanhargis.com

Co-chair
Chandria Jackson
Powers & Frost, L.L.P.
2400 One Houston Center, 
1221 McKinney St.
Houston, Texas 77010
713-767-1788
cjackson@powersfrost.com

Committee Members
Julie Barry
Lisa Michelle Brockway
Linda J. Broocks
Byron Christopher Cherry
Chelsea M. Egmon
Mynde S. Eisen
Thomas M. Gregor
Lauren Fritz Hunt
Suewan M. Johnson
Anita Kerin
Megan Blair Loving
John L. Meredith
Caroline C. Pace
Michael Francis Reeder
Elizabeth Silbert
Timothy Lee Williams

Staff Liaisons
Kay Sim
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards

This committee reviews the operation of the courts in 
Harris County, and creates opportunities for communica-
tion between attorneys and the judiciary.

Adopt-a-School
This committee maintains a partnership with B.C. Elmore 
Middle School to improve the quality of education for 
students in this North Forest ISD school. The committee 
implements enrichment programs, seeks donations and 
recruits volunteers for projects at this “adopted” school.

Alternative Dispute Resolution
This committee assists and supports the operation and 
maintenance of the Dispute Resolution Center, Inc., and 
related programs. The committee makes recommenda-
tions to the HBA Board of Directors on the operation and 
administration of these programs.

Chair
Daniella D. Landers
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 	
	 LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 3700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-470-6110
daniella.landers@
sutherland.com

Committee Members
Benny Agosto Jr.
David Bryan Cripps
Diana Perez Gomez

Hon. Mary Katherine 		
	 Kennedy
Jose R. Lopez II
Marni M. Otjen
Austin M. O’Toole
Hon. Josefina Muniz 		
	 Rendon
Michelle Adams Thuillier
B. Edward Williamson

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

AIDS Outreach
This committee works to provide assistance to persons 
with HIV/AIDS by coordinating an adopt-a-family pro-
gram and assisting HVLP’s AIDS unit.
Co-chair
Elaine S. McAnelly
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Legal & Compliance Dept.
712 Main St., FL4 North
Houston, Texas 77002
713-216-4865
elaine.s.mcanelly@chase.com

Co-chair
Claudine James
U.S. EEOC
1919 Smith Street, 7th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-209-3381
claudine.james@eeoc.gov

Committee Members
Marjorie A. Hirsch
Cisselon Nichols Hurd
Eric Kirkpatrick
Natalie J. Kurz
Alison Jane Meyers
Melissa A. Moore
Brent C. Perry
Milton (Miles) S. Sasser
Barbara June Williams
Hon. Jeff Work

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim 
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
Daniella Landers
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 	
	 LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 3700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-470-6110
daniella.landers@
sutherland.com

Co-chair
Gordon Dees
Isgitt, Dees & Turcotte
800 Sawyer Street
Houston, Texas 77007
713-621-2070
gordondees@msn.com

Committee Members 
J. Stephen Barrick
Hon. Patrice M. Barron
Hon. Tracy E. Christopher
Mark William Gooden
Richard P. Hogan Jr.

Kirby D. Hopkins
Neil D. Kelly
Hon. Patricia J. Kerrigan
Hon. Evelyn V. Keyes
Hon. Patricia Rae Lykos
Ruth Brown Mescall
Ron Oran
Adam David Pogach
Barry L. Racusin
Michael Rahm
Robert M. “Randy” Roach 	Jr.
Stephen M. Ryan
Hon. Robert K. Schaffer
Paul A. Schiffer
Andrew Rogers Swartz
John L. Wilkes
Hon. Donald Joseph Willy
Angelina Maria M. Zinn

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Kay Sim

Campaign for the Homeless
This committee oversees the HBA’s participation in an 
annual Campaign for the Homeless fundraising effort 
and coordinates an annual fall coat drive and spring 
children’s clothing/diaper drive.

Co-chair
Warren W. Harris
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
711 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-221-1490
warren.harris@bgllp.com

Co-chair
Susan Barrington Sanchez
Exxon Mobil Corporation
CORP-EM-1806Q
P.O. Box 2180
Houston, Texas 77252
713-656-3435
susan.b.sanchez@
exxonmobil.com

Committee Members
Kathleen Hopkins Alsina
Elizabeth L. Bolt

Joy Marie Brennan
Jamie S. Budnick
Tanya Coate Chaney
Lauren Nicole Eddy
Robert Fuentes
Emily Herbster
Sarah Hilkemann
Cynthia Y. Lam
Megan Blair Loving
Imrana Leigh Manzanares
Melissa A. Moore
Terri Silver Morgan
Michael K. Oldham
Kevin M. Page
Richard Austin Schwartz

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim 
Ashley Steininger

2011-2012
HBA

Committees

Communities In Schools
This committee partners with Communities In Schools 
to provide summer internships in the legal profession 
for high school students. The committee reviews and 
develops enrichment programs for the teens who are 
employed.
Co-chair
Hon. David Fraga
City of Houston Municipal 	
Courts
1400 Lubbock St.
Room 214
Houston, Texas 77002
713-247-5464
david.fraga@houstontx.gov                                                                

Co-chair
Amy Tabor
Schiffer Odom Hicks 
     & Johnson PLLC 
700 Louisiana St.
Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77002                                                                           
713-357-5150
atabor@sohlawfirm.com

Committee Members
Angelica Francis Adams
Dustin Lee Appel
Natalie K. Barletta
Stuart David Berger

Susan Bickley
Thomas G. Brandt
Christina Ann Bryan
Araceli Carrizales
Jessica Lynn Crutcher
Mayra Olimpia Cuello
Chelsea M. Egmon
Aundrea Kristine Frieden
Chelsie King Garza
Raymond Arther Hafner
Zenobia V. Harris
Marjorie Ann Maxwell
Gregory James Moore
Jennifer Michelle Nelsen
Ron Oran
Latosha Lewis Payne
Barrett H. Reasoner
Benjamin T. Sweet
James Edward Zucker

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Brooke Eshleman
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Consumer Law Task Force
This task force will explore and develop ways in which 
the HBA can help families face difficult consumer issues 
in challenging economic times.

Co-chair
John R. Jones
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado  	
	 Acosta, LLP
950 Echo Lane, Suite 357
Houston, Texas 77024
281-984-9997
jjones@bickerstaff.com

Co-chair
Lloyd S. van Oostenrijk
van Oostenrijk Law Firm
5300 North Braeswood 
Suite 4-150
Houston, Texas 77096                                                                       
vanolaw@comcast.net

Committee Members
Peter Joseph Bennett
Catherine Anh Thi Le
Jerry D. Lee III
Elizabeth J. Lockett
John Daniel Long
Terry Wayne Roberson

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim

How Do I Volunteer for an HBA Committee?

Are you interested in joining a committee in the next bar year, 2012-2013?  
Watch your mail and the HBA website in February 2012 for a Committee Ap-
pintment Request Form, which will allow you to sign up for the committee or 
committees of your choice. The HBA will try to accommodate your choices, 
however, there are a few committees that have limited membership. Please 
remember that reappointment to a committee on which you currently serve is 
not automatic; you must send in your Committee Appointment Request Form 
each year. For more information, contact a staff liaison for the committee you 
are interested in at 713-759-1133.
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Elder Law
Committee members visit senior citizen sites bi-monthly 
to provide legal advice to qualified senior citizens. 
Additionally, if needed, the committee members assist in 
securing legal representation for the senior by an HVLP 
volunteer attorney. The committee also supervises the 
publication and distribution of the Elder Law Handbook 
and coordinates an annual Will-A-Thon.

Fee Dispute 
This committee arbitrates disputes between attorneys 
and clients involving legal fees.

John J. Eikenburg Fun Run
This committee organizes an annual fun run for HBA 
members and the community that benefits THE 
CENTER, serving persons with developmental dis-
abilities.

Co-chair
Joy M. Eckelkamp-Torres
Wright Abshire, Attorneys, PC
4949 Bissonnet
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713-660-9595
joy@wrightabshire.com

Co-chair
Bryn Anne Poland
Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo
5223 Garth Road
Baytown, Texas 77521
281-421-5774
Bryn@pi-yimayo.com

Committee Members
Hon. Georgia H. Akers
Jana Fay Paxton Bacarisse
Kelley M. Bentley
Clarinda Comstock
Dana V. Drexler
Emma-Louise Edwards
William C. French
Michael Lee Fuqua

Linda C. Goehrs
Donna Grotenberg	
Chris Brian Heald
Lee Neil Joseph
Christina T. Lesher
Andrew Alden Lewis
Virginia L. Lootens
Mary Elizabeth Mason
Pi-Yi Gene Mayo
Lance McLain
Charmayne Moody
Frank R. Parish
Robert Embry Price
Janeri Jael Rivero
Teresa Scardino
Jerry Wayne Simoneaux
Jeffrey J. Skarda
Darlene Payne Smith
Denise Smith
Sharon C. Stodghill
Andrea D. Wilson

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Natasha Williams

Co-chair
Thomas Miles Farrell
McGuireWoods LLP
600 Travis, Suite 7500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-571-9191
tfarrell@mcguirewoods.com 

Co-chair
Seema Puri Patel
Zions Management Services
       Company
7207 Pouter Dr.
Houston, Texas 77083
713-232-6699
seema.puri@zionsbancorp.
com

Committee Members
Kathleen Hoekstra Boll
Robert M. Browning
Bruce A. Coane
Nicholas D’Ambrosio, Jr.
Jeffrey S. Davis
J. Brantley Durrett III
Brady S. Edwards
Thomas Worthy Graves
Liza Alice Greene

Charles L. Henke, Jr.
Boyd Sommers Hoekel
Daniel D. Horowitz
Dale Jefferson
Charles T. Jeremiah
Alexander L. Kaplan
Byron Charles Keeling
Edward Joseph Mahar
Timothy M. McDaniel
Michael A. McEnrue
C. David Mee
Richard L. Merrill
Michele N. O’Brien
Frank R. Parish
Ruth E. Piller
Michael Ernest Richardson
Dinesh Harikiran Singhal
W. Ross Spence
Deborah L. Thompson
Sherrie Haussner Travers
Griffin D. Vance
D. Brent Wells
Craig Stephen Wolcott

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
Sherry L. Bankhead
Johnson, Trent, West 
& Taylor, L.L.P.
919 Milam, Suite 1700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-2323
sbankhead@js-llp.com 

Co-chair
Simon R. Mayer
Hughes Watters Askanase 	
	 LLP
Three Allen Center
333 Clay St., 29th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-759-0818
smayer@hwa.com

Co-chair
Andrew Pearce
BoyarMiller P.C.
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77027
713-850-7766
apearce@boyarmiller.com

Committee Members
Gloria E. Avila
Elizabeth L. Bolt
Tonja De Sloover
Madison Finch
Danielle Harsany
M. Scott Michelman
Kara Stauffer Philbin
Hugh M. Ray III
Hon. Reece Rondon
Matthew Simmons
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Wesley R. Ward
Mark W. Wege

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Golf Tournament
This committee plans and conducts an annual golf 
tournament for HBA members. Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Houston Bar Foundation.

Co-chair
Michael Jude Lowenberg
The O’Quinn Law Firm
Lyric Centre Building
440 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-1000
mikel@oqlaw.com

Co-chair
Hon. David M. Medina
Supreme Court of Texas
P.O. Box 12248
Austin, Texas 78711
David.Medina@txcourts.gov

Co-chair
Brian A. Salazar
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1234
brian.salazar@bakerbotts.
com

Committee Members
Eric P. Chenoweth
Jeffrey S. Davis
Alistair B. Dawson

Hon. John Donovan
Mynde S. Eisen
John Conrad Funderburk
Thomas Edward 		
	 Ganucheau
Jeffrey M. Golub
Robert Bruce Hurley
Hon. Maria T. Jackson
Christopher Scott Jones
John H. Kim
Kenneth M. Krock
Stephen Howard Lee
Hon. Scott Reiter Link
David L. Lipp
Hon. Patrick W. Mizell
William Shane Osborn
Bryan Allan Phillips
Sara Beth Richey
Todd A. Riddle
Randall O. Sorrels
Craig L. Stahl
Adam Raines Swonke

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Ashley Steininger

Gender Fairness
This committee examines issues related to gender fair-
ness in the legal profession and develops programs that 
provide a forum for discussion of issues related to gen-
der fairness, including training and support for attorneys.  
The committee promotes awareness of these issues 
within the profession and encourages law firms and 
corporate legal departments to set policies that promote 
gender fairness.
Co-chair
Laura Gibson
Ogden, Gibson, Broocks, 		
	 Longoria & Hall, LLP
Pennzoil South Tower
711 Louisiana, Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77002
713-844-3003
lgibson@ogblh.com

Co-chair
Shayne Hurst Newell
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1234
shayne.newell@bakerbotts.
com

Co-chair
Alison McMorran Sulentic
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1811
alison.sulentic@bakerbotts.
com

Committee Members
Michael Sterling Alexander
Anna M. Archer
Debra Lyn Bruce
Christie L. Cardon
Suzanne Reddell Chauvin
Fermeen F. Fazal
Chelsie King Garza
Linda M. Glover
Kristin Elizabeth Kruse
Damian Edward LaCroix
Elaine Louise Lawson
Judy Yi-Li Liu
Jamila S. Mensah
Amy Christine Moss
Giana Ortiz
Crystal J. Parker
Sarah Steward-Lindsey
Sarah Martin Tobin

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim

County Law Library
This committee reviews the facilities of and the materials 
in the Harris County Law Library and makes recommen-
dations to the HBA Board of Directors on how the Bar 
can serve the library.
Chair
Hon. Michael C. Massengale
1st Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto, 10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-655-2700
Michael.massengale@
txcourts.gov

Committee Members
Anna M. Archer
Patricia Casey
David Alejandro de la Cerda

Eric Michael English
Stephen D. Fox
James R. Harris
Ted Hirtz
Jonathan M. Ishee
Stanley Paul Santire
Jeffrey J. Skarda
Robert Stewart
Lloyd S. van Oostenrijk
Lee Harper Wilson

Staff Liaison
Ashley Gagnon Steininger
Kay Sim

Continuing Legal Education
This committee plans and executes continuing legal edu-
cation seminars, institutes, and special programs.
Co-chair
Michael M. Essmyer
Essmyer & Daniel, P.C.
5111 Center Street
Houston, Texas 77007
713-869-1155
messmyer@essmyerdaniel.
com

Co-chair
Micah S. Heilbrun
Littler Mendelson, PC
1301 McKinney St.
Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77010
713-652-4736
mheilbrun@littler.com

Committee Members
Lee Arellano
Gordon Thomas Arnold
Pamelia Sunna Barnett
Barry S. Baumgarten
Frank B. Daniel

Melanie W. Flowers
Jason L. Fowell
Erica Meadough Graham
Douglas E. Koger
Marilyn Kulifay
Beverly B. Lord
L. Renée Lowe
M. Scott Michelman
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Jeffrey L. Oldham
Sarah Patel Pacheco
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Hon. Ravi K. Sandill
Stanley Paul Santire
Daniel James Schuch
William Lance Stodghill
Justin Brett Strother
Annette L. Tripp
Hon. Meca Latreice Walker
 
Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Amelia Burt
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Habitat for Humanity
This committee oversees the HBA’s participation in 
fundraising efforts and organizes volunteer efforts for 
the building of the 15th Habitat for Humanity House.
Co-chair
Avery Emison Carson
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5151
acarson@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Richard L. Sitton
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
909 Fannin, Suite 1475
Houston, Texas 77010
713-821-5613
rsitton@stblaw.com

Co-chair
Bridget Burke Vick
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis, Suite 4200
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4113
bridgetburke@andrewskurth.
com

Committee Members
Katherine Turner Baehl
Jerrad Douglas Bloome
Christina Ann Bryan

Douglas D. D’Arche
Eric Michael English
Kristen Williams Golden
Matthew Bradley Grunert
Kevin J. Hagerty
Alexander L. Kaplan
Daniel R. Kirshbaum
Mitchell Reed Kreindler
Natalie J. Kurz
Maria Sara Lowry
D. Ryan Nayar
Brent C. Perry
Patricia Speer Pollard
Terrence Bouvier Robinson
I. Clay Rogers
Elizabeth M. Silbert
Matthew Simmons
Andrew Rogers Swartz
Lowri Sian Thomas
Karen Akin Van Holten
Mark W. Wege
Joseph L. “Trey” Wood III
Angelina Maria M. Zinn

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Ron Riojas

The Houston Lawyer
This committee is chaired by the person appointed edi-
tor of The Houston Lawyer magazine. The committee is 
responsible for the editing and publishing of the maga-
zine in cooperation with the HBA staff and sets editorial 
policies and procedures as approved by the HBA Board 
of Directors.

Houston Lawyer Referral Service
This committee serves as the Houston Lawyer Referral 
Service Board and provides services to and support of 
the Lawyer Referral Service as needed and approved by 
the HBA Board of Directors.

Editor in Chief
Tamara Stiner Toomer
Attorney at Law
832-266-2358
tdstiner@hotmail.com

Associate Editors
Keri D. Brown
Don W. Rogers
Robert W. Painter
Angela LaTricia Dixon
Julie Barry

Editorial Board
Sharon D. Cammack
Don Duane Ford III
Sammy Ford IV
Polly Graham

John S. Gray
Al Harrison
Farrah Martinez
Judy L. Ney
Edward J. (Nick) Nicholas
Caroline C. Pace
Robert Warren Painter
Donald W. Rogers, Jr.
Benjamin K. Sanchez
Joy E. Sanders
Hannah Sibiski
Gary Allen Wiener
N. Jill Yaziji

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Brooke Eshleman

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program
This committee oversees the operation of the HBA’s 
Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, which provides pro 
bono legal services to eligible Houston citizens who meet 
HVLP’s established financial guidelines.

Chair
Alistair B. Dawson
Beck, Redden & Secrest, 	
     L.L.P. 
1221 McKinney, Suite 4500
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-3720
adawson@brsfirm.com

Committee Members
Brent A. Benoit
Hon. Jane Nenninger Bland
Michael Cancienne
Carter Crow

Amy Catherine Dinn
Stewart W. Gagnon
Warren W. Harris
Neil D. Kelly	
William C. Lowrey
Hon. Frank B. Rynd
Susan Barrington Sanchez
John K. Spiller	
John B. Strasburger
Norma Levine Trusch

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

Judicial Polls
This committee develops and distributes, in election 
years, a judicial candidate qualification questionnaire 
and judicial preference poll, and in non-election years, 
a judicial evaluation questionnaire to HBA members. 
The committee also is responsible for disseminating the 
results of these polls to members and the public with the 
assistance of the HBA staff.
Co-chair
Robert Bruce Hurley
King & Spalding LLP
1100 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-7383
bhurley@kslaw.com

Committee Members
J. Stephen Barrick
Staci Dian Biggar
Robbie Gail Charette
Thomas Edward 		
	 Ganucheau

Hon. Dan Hinde
Joseph Charles Matta
Terri Silver Morgan
Nathan Dale Moss
Allissa Pollard
Jacqueline D. Smith
Hon. Jeff Work

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley 
Kay Sim

I.D.E.A.
The committee coordinates the Interprofessional Drug 
Education Alliance (IDEA), a cooperative effort between 
the HBA and Harris County medical Professionals. 
Through IDEA, physician/lawyer teams educate fifth 
graders about the medical and legal consequences of 
drug abuse.

Co-chair
Hon. Carlos R. Garcia
Attorney at Law
1314 Texas Ave., Suite 610
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-5870
crgarciaatlaw@peoplepc.
com

Co-chair
Deborah Lepow Ziegler
Attorney at Law
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1100
Houston, Texas 77027
713-960-6620
dlziegler@comcast.net

Committee Members
Nazak “Nazey” Azimpoor
Joseph Isam Balat
Hon. Denise Dryer Bradley

Clarinda Comstock
Erin Craig
Mayra Olimpia Cuello
Mark S. Dube Sr.
Mary Kathleen Evans
Angela C. Garcia 
Donna Marie Hawkins
Brandon G. Leonard
Imrana Leigh Manzanares
Richard Kevin McInnis
Joseph A. Michels
Shannon Taylor Moore
Sara Beth Richey

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Natasha Williams

Chair
Carter Crow
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5218
mcrow@fulbright.com

Committee Members
Mary “Mayzie” Burke
Don Duane Ford III
Kristy Gabrielova
Johnny Garza
Lee Giddens
Jack Hardin
Warren Harris
Jennifer A. Hasley
Gillian A. Hobson

David Hsu
Frank Griffith Jones
Goran Krnaich
Farrah Martinez
Terrence Norman
Matt Schaffer
Mark Schuck
Richard Schwartz
Jo Simmons
Dinesh Singhal
Brant Jeffrey Stogner
Albert T. Van Huff
Joe Villareal

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

H.A.Y. Center 
This committee plans, implements and recruits volunteers 
for the Houston Alumni and Youth (H.A.Y.) Center, which 
serves teens aging out of Harris County’s Foster Care 
System
Co-chair
Ellyn Josef
Vinson & Elkins LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 2500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-758-2222
ejosef@velaw.com

Co-chair
Lynn Kamin
Jenkins & Kamin, L.L.P.
Two Greenway Plaza, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77046
713-600-5500
lkamin@jenkinskamin.com

Co-chair
Gregory Ulmer
Baker Hostetler LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 2000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-751-1717
gulmer@bakerlaw.com

Committee Members
Barry S. Baumgarten
David M. Bond
Christie L. Cardon
Angela LaTricia Dixon
Madison Finch
Donna Dorothy Grotenberg
Michael Lance Herman
Connie W. Howell
Jerry D. Lee III
Jennifer B. LeMaster
L. Renée Lowe
Ashley Jane Pall
Allissa Pollard
Melanie Ann Rubinsky
Joy E. Sanders
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Carita S. Walker

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim
Bonnie Simmons
Ashley Steininger

Harris County Pro Bono Awards
This committee of judges and attorneys reviews applica-
tions and chooses recipients of the annual Harris County 
Bench Bar Pro Bono Awards.
Co-chair
Hon. Joseph J. “Tad” 
Halbach, Jr.
333rd District Court
201 Caroline, 14th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-368-6470
tad_halbach@justex.net

Co-chair
Denise Scofield
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
1000 Lousiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
dscofield@morganlewis.com

Committee Members
Brent Benoit
Hon. Jo Robin Brown
Hon. R. Jack Cagle
Alistair Dawson
Hon. Belinda Joy Hill
Hon. Martha Hill Jamison
Joseph C. Matta
Sylvia Mayer
Hon. Roy L. Moore
Hon. Josefina Muniz 		
	 Rendon
Lan T. Nguyen
Hon. Michael H. Schneider Jr.

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

Historical
This committee is responsible for researching and pre-
serving the history of the HBA and its members.
Co-chair
Hon. Jane Nenninger Bland
Justice - First Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto
10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-655-2700
jane.bland@1stcoa.courts.
state.tx.us

Co-chair
Todd M. Frankfort
Fullenweider Wilhite PC
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-624-4100
tmf@fullenweider.com

Co-chair
Lionel M. Schooler
Jackson Walker L.L.P.
1401 McKinney, Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77010
713-752-4516
lschooler@jw.com

Committee Members
Hon. Patrice M. Barron
Melanie D. Bragg
David A. Chaumette
J. James Cooper
Hon. John Donovan
J. Brantley Durrett III
Brady S. Edwards
Hon. Kem Thompson Frost
Ted Hirtz
Richard P. Hogan Jr.
Jonathan M. Ishee
Rachel Ann Palmer
Denise Smith
Martin Irwin von Rosenberg
Earl H. Walker

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim
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This committee plans and implements a comprehensive 
program of activities in commemoration of Law Day, 
May 1, a national holiday set aside to recognize the 
importance of law in our society.

This committee assists in recruiting volunteer attorneys 
to act as tutors for B.C. Elmore Middle School.  The com-
mittee coordinates the HBA’s participation in the READ 
Commission’s Spelling Bee, and conducts an annual 
book drive for “gently-used” books.

Co-chair
Benny Agosto, Jr. 
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, 
Sorrels, Agosto & Friend
800 Commerce Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-7211
bagosto@abrahamwatkins.
com

Co-chair
E. Marie Jamison
Wright & Close, L.L.P.
Three Riverway, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77056
713-572-4321
jamison@wrightclose.com

Committee Members
Anita Jewel Barksdale

Sammy Ford IV
Hon. Kem Thompson Frost
Angela C. Garcia
Linda M. Glover
Anita Mayur Kerin
Joseph Charles Matta
Marni M. Otjen
Rachel Ann Palmer
Shelley L. Poore
Bryon Allyn Rice
Deshonda Charles Tackett
Lowri Sian Thomas
Anastassios Triantaphyllis

Staff Liaisons 
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
John K. Spiller
Strasburger & Price, LLP
1401 McKinney, Suite 2200
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-5600
john.spiller@strasburger.com

Co-chair
Alison J. Gates
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 	
	 LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
alison.j.gates@gmail.com

Committee Members
Pooja S. Amin
Traci Moore Bennett
David M. Bond
Kathy D. Boutchee
Celeste E. Byrom
Sharon D. Cammack
Tanya Coate Chaney
Jessica Lynn Crutcher

Mynde S. Eisen
Joanne M. Ericksen
Lisa Tuters Flint
Courtney Gahm
Sara Coane Goldberg
Matthew Bradley Grunert
Boyd Sommers Hoekel
Lee Neil Joseph
Daniella D. Landers
Jennifer B. LeMaster
Judy Yi-Li Liu
John Daniel Long
Jennifer Michelle Nelsen
Ashley Jane Pall
Shelley L. Poore
Lara Marie Price
Sarah Steward-Lindsey
Esther Cortez Treneer

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Lawyers Against Waste
This committee works with the City of Houston and Keep 
Houston Beautiful to organize an annual trash clean-up 
project which commemorates Law Day and Earth Day.

Co-chair
Amy Catherine Dinn
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-5324
adinn@gardere.com

Co-chair
Jennifer A. Hasley 
Hasley Scarano, L.L.P.
P.O. Box 25371
Houston, Texas 77265
713-667-6900
jennifer@hasleyscarano.
com

Committee Members
Jamie S. Budnick
Steven Everett Day

David Alejandro de la Cerda
Gregory M. Hasley
Suewan M. Johnson
Mitchell E. Kilby
Natalie J. Kurz
Derek J. Lisk
Sameera Kapasi Mahendru
J. Michael Monks
Julie Baumgarten Pradel
Robin Marie Preussel
Seema Puri Patel
Karen Akin Van Holten
Martin Irwin von Rosenberg
Destinee N. Waiters

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger 

Law Week

Lawyers for Literacy

LegalLine
This committee oversees the operation of the HBA’s 
twice monthly call-in program, that provides free legal 
help for Houston citizens. The committee is responsible 
for recruiting panels of volunteer attorneys to answer 
questions from callers between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month.

Co-chair
Keri D. Brown
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1436
keri.brown@bakerbotts.com

Co-chair
Zena Habal
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
711 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-2300
zena.habal@bgllp.com

Co-chair
Sara C. Longtain
Locke Lord Bissell 
     & Liddell LLP
600 Travis Street
Suite 2800
Houston, Texas 77002
713-226-1346
slongtain@lockelord.com

Co-chair
Mitch A. Reid 
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis St., Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4138
mreid@akllp.com

Co-chair
David M. Silbert
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5151
dsilbert@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Mingda Zhao
Vinson & Elkins LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 2500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-758-2222
mzhao@velaw.com

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher 
Natasha Williams

Membership, Member Benefits and 
Pictorial Roster Committee

Chair
Alistair B. Dawson
Beck, Redden & Secrest, 		
     L.L.P.
1221 McKinney, Suite 4500
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-3700
adawson@brsfirm.com

Committee Members
Benny Agosto, Jr.
Michael Sterling Alexander
Brent A. Benoit
David A. Chaumette
Bruce A. Coane
Daniel Cratty
Carter Crow
Hon. David O. Fraga

Todd M. Frankfort
Laura Gibson
Warren W. Harris
Jennifer A. Hasley
Yvonne Ho
Neil D. Kelly
T. Mark Kelly
Daniella D. Landers
Cassandra M. McGarvey
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Richard Austin Schwartz
Denise Scofield
John K. Spiller

Staff Liaisons
Ron Riojas
Kay Sim

This committee works to increase the membership of the 
HBA and makes recommendations to the HBA Board of 
Directors on the timing and nature of membership drives.  
The committee conducts at least one membership drive 
each year and actively solicits members for the organiza-
tion.  The committee also monitors the current member-
ship benefits package, makes additional member benefit 
recommendations to the HBA Board of Directors and 
oversees the publication of the annual Pictorial Roster 
of HBA members.

Law & the Media
This committee plans and executes the annual Law 
and the Media seminar, as well as a bi-annual media 
training program, when requested, for the HBA Board 
of Directors.
Media Co-chair
Margaret Downing
Houston Press
1621 Milam
Houston, Texas 77002
margaret.downing@
houstonpress.com

Attorney Co-chair
Scott A. Durfee
Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office 
1201 Franklin Ave., Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77002
713-755-5800
durfee_scott@dao.co.harris.
tx.us 

Committee Members
Dr. Myrna Skobel Agris
Charles L. Aycock
Gerald Mark Birnberg
Erma Bonadero
Mary A. Flood

Donna Marie Hawkins
Edward A. Mattingly
Jane Johnston Mumey
Crystal J. Parker
Giselle Suzanne Torres
Griffin D. Vance

Media Committee 
Members
Phil Archer
Mark Babineck
Carrie Criado
Pam Easton
Tracee Evans
Sheila Hansel
Donna Hawkins
Juan Lozano
Erin Powers
Roy R. Reynolds
Trent Seibert

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Brooke Eshleman

Juvenile Consequences Partnership
A partnership of the HBA, the Harris County Juvenile 
Probation Department, the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office and the Houston Police Department 
provides information to youth who are on probation, 
along with their parents. Each partner discusses its role 
in the juvenile justice system.
Co-chair
Ruth Brown Mescall
DPS
12220 S. Gessner
Houston, Texas 77002
713-219-4140
chinacreekroad@aol.com

Co-chair
Miriam J. Riskind
Isenberg & Riskind
12 Greenway Plaza 
Suite 1100
Houston, Texas 77046
713-940-0640
rumpybull@aol.com

Committee Members
Barry S. Baumgarten
Stuart David Berger	
Hon. Carlos R. Garcia
Marc D. Isenberg
John Stewart Maisel
Marjorie Ann Maxwell
Latosha Lewis Payne
Christopher D. Porter
Andrew J. Smith
D. Christene Wood

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim
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Professionalism
This committee works to promote professionalism within 
the legal community and to encourage public awareness 
of the HBA’s commitment to its mandate on profes-
sionalism.  The committee also coordinates the HBA 
Mentor Program and Professionalism Day which is held 
annually in conjunction with the three local law schools. 
Co-chair
Erin E. Lunceford
Sprott, Rigby, Newsom, 		
	 Robbins & Lunceford, 	
	 P.C.
2211 Norfolk,  Suite 1150
Houston, Texas 77098
713-523-8338
lunceford@sprottrigby.com

Co-chair
James C. Winton
Baker Hostetler LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 2000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-751-1600
jwinton@bakerlaw.com

Committee Members
Patricia L. Casey
Hon. Tracy E. Christopher
J. James Cooper
Kimberly Lynn Cunningham
Jennifer D. Edwards
Joanne M. Ericksen
Hon. J. Richard Hall

Danielle Harsany
Derek J. Lisk
Farrah Martinez
Timothy M. McDaniel
Nathan Dale Moss
Marni M. Otjen
Taunya M. Painter
Hugh M. Ray III
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Travis A. Torrence
Anastassios Triantaphyllis
Jack Edward Urquhart
Wesley R. Ward
N. Jill Yaziji

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Speakers Bureau
This committee is responsible for maintaining a list of 
HBA members who volunteer to speak before schools, 
service clubs, and other civic organizations. The HBA 
office serves as a contact point for citizens and organiza-
tions to request such speakers.
Co-chair
Carter Crow
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5218
mcrow@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Hon. Maria T. Jackson
Judge - 339th District Court
1201 Franklin, Room 14136  
Houston, TX  77002
713-755-7784
maria_jackson@justex.net

Committee Members
Tony M. Davis
Rodney D. Glover
Sara Coane Goldberg
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Adam David Pogach
Michael Hendryx
Daniel D. Horowitz
Damian LaCroix
Patrick F. McCann
C. David Mee
Terry Wayne Roberson

William James Sharp
Stephen J. Smith
Jack Edward Urquhart
A. Lewis Ward
Charles L. Aycock
Natalie K. Barletta
Hon. J. Richard Hall
Brenton P. Monteleone
Craig Muessig
Melanie Ann Rubinsky
Patrick F. Timmons Jr.
Jeffrey J. Tompkins
Esther Cortez Treneer
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Barbara June Williams

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim

Special Olympics
This committee coordinates and recruits volunteers 
needed to support the various athletic events in conjunc-
tion with Texas Special Olympics.
Co-chair
Alicia Thais Freed
Kruse Law Firm, P.C.
8582 Katy Freeway
Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77024
713-624-1234
freed@kruselawfirm.com

Co-chair
Kenneth M. Krock
Rapp & Krock, P.C.
3050 Post Oak Blvd.
Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77056
713-759-9977
kkrock@rk-lawfirm.com

Committee Members
Jerrad Douglas Bloome
Hon. Denise Dryer Bradley
Bradford Douglas Crockard
Frank B. Daniel
Steven Everett Day
Trisha Jane English
Amy Pharr Hefley

Hon. Paula Herring 		
	 Goodhart
Lauren Fritz Hunt
Scott Keys
Daniel R. Kirshbaum
Daniel Leventhal
Hon. Scott Reiter Link
Mark Thomas Murray
Mitch A. Reid
Randi M. Revisore
Ikeshia L. Rodriguez
Andrew J. Smith
Bridget Burke Vick
John L. Wilkes
Vasilia M. Wilkes

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim

Senior Lawyers Forum
This committee is responsible for maintaining a list of 
members of the association who are 55 years of age or 
older. Quarterly meetings are held by this committee to 
provide networking, mentoring, and CLE activities.

Chair
Dan Leightman
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-5681
dleightman@gardere.com

Committee Members
Michael A. Abbott
Patricia L. Casey
Hon. Mike Engelhart
John Palmer Hutcheson
Michael B. Karchmer

Beverly B. Lord
William E. Matthews
Stephen J. Smith
Sherrie Haussner Travers
Douglas Bartlett Wilson

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons

Minority Opportunities in
the Legal Profession

This committee will encourage and promote equal 
opportunities for, as well as active involvement and par-
ticipation by, minority lawyers in the legal profession and 
in the Houston Bar Association by, inter alia, developing 
and sponsoring educational programs, as well as service 
and support projects.
Co-chair
Cisselon Nichols Hurd
Shell Oil Company
P.O. Box 2463
Houston, Texas 77252
713-241-0979
cisselon.nichols@shell.com

Co-chair
Neil D. Kelly
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis, Suite 4200
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4200
nkelly@andrewskurth.com

Co-chair
Sandra L. Phillips
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 	
	 LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
sphillips@morganlewis.com

Committee Members
John A. Adkins
Benny Agosto, Jr.
David A. Chaumette
Byron Christopher Cherry
David Bryan Cripps
Kimberly Lynn Cunningham
Donna Davis-Gregory

Shani Ain Dennis
Fermeen F. Fazal
Melanie W. Flowers
Robert Fuentes
Eleanor Heard Gilbane
Rodney D. Glover
Kevin Hardman
Emily Herbster
Shannon LaDwan Mathis 	
	 Keaton
Jose R. Lopez II
Myron D. May
Maureen Pecinovsky
Christopher D. Porter
Allison Regan
Bruce J. Ruzinsky
Vince Ryan
Hon. Ravi K. Sandill
Deshonda Charles Tackett
Lisa Brindle Talbot
Travis A. Torrence
Genetha Barton Turner
Jeffrey Scott Whittle
Timothy Lee Williams

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger
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Texas Minority Counsel Program – The State Bar of Texas, Office 
of Minority Affairs, will present the 19th Annual Texas Minority 
Counsel Program Conference, September 7-9, 2011 at the Hyatt 
Regency Austin and Hyatt Regency Lost Pines Resort. “Inclusion: Is 
There An App For That?” is designed for both in-house and outside 
counsel. The conference provides CLE in a variety of legal areas, 
networking, legislative updates, Supreme Court updates, ethics hours, 
interview opportunities, recreational activities, and many other pro-
grams. TMCP will also present its Corporate Counsel of the Year 
Award and a new Trailblazer Outside Counsel Award. You can regis-
ter online at TexasBarCLE.com, keyword: minority. For information, 
call 800-204-2222, ext. 1538 or visit www.TexasBar.com/TMCP. The 
2012 TMCP will be held in Houston.

Pro Bono Discussion Forum – The Houston Pro Bono Joint 
Initiative will host a discussion surrounding the development, mainte-
nance, expansion and support of pro bono programs and community 
outreach efforts on September 15, 2011 at Baker Botts, One Shell 
Plaza, 910 Louisiana, 32nd Floor. The forum will address ethical 
concerns related to pro bono work and offer practical advice on the 
“how to’s” of pro bono programs. The program has been approved 
for MCLE credit, including .25 hours ethics credit. The program will 
be held from 11:30 a.m. until 1:00 p.m. There is no cost to attend and 
lunch will be provided. RSVP by September 12 to Elizabeth Black 
Berry at Elizabeth.berry@weil.com or 713-546-5055.

Golf Tournament Benefits Texas Children’s Heart Center – The 
13th Nicholas Alexander Higgins Memorial Golf Tournament, ben-
efiting Texas Children’s Heart Center and Texas Congenital Heart 

Clinic, will be held on Saturday, September 24, 2011 at Tour 18 Golf 
Club, 3102 FM 1960 Rd. East, Houston, TX 77338. There is a shot-
gun start at 1:30 p.m., with dinner and the awards program at 6:30 
p.m. The tournament is sponsored by HBA member Pauline Higgins 
and her family in memory of their son, Nathaniel. For information on 
sponsorships and play, contact Junior or Pauline Higgins at 713-521-
3409 or visit www.tournevents.com/_listings for September.

Red Mass – The annual Red Mass, which commemorates the 
beginning of the judicial year by asking for blessings on judges, 
lawyers and all those who work in the legal profession, will be 
held on Wednesday, Thursday, September 29, 2011at 6:15 p.m. at 
the Co-Cathedral of the Sacred Heart, 1111 St. Joseph Parkway in 
downtown Houston. Mass will be celebrated by His Eminence Daniel 
Cardinal Dinardo, Archbishop of Galveston-Houston. The mass will 
be followed by a dinner at 7:30 p.m. in the Cathedral Centre, with 
keynote speaker Most Reverend Thomas John Paprocki, Bishop of 
Springfield. For information contact Steven R. Rech at 713-276-3440 
or srech@schwartz-junell.com.

Foundation Offers Assistance – The Houston Bar Foundation 
continues to offer help to needy attorneys through the Lawyers 
Assistance Program. The Foundation’s mission includes providing 
relief to attorneys who face extreme hardship and financial need due 
to health or other problems. Applicants may receive assistance by 
certifying financial need to the Houston Bar Foundation Board of 
Directors. For guidelines and information, please contact Kay Sim, 
HBA executive director, at 713-759-1133 or kays@hba.org.
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