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Houston Bar Association Officers & Directors
President
Denise Scofield
713-890-5105

President-Elect
Brent A. Benoit
713-226-1570 

First Vice President
Laura Gibson
713-844-3003

Second Vice President
Carter Crow
713-651-5218

Secretary
Alistair B. Dawson
713-951-6225

Treasurer
David A. Chaumette
713-395-0991

Immediate Past President
T. Mark Kelly
713-758-4592

Directors 2010-2012
Benny Agosto, Jr.
713-222-7211

Todd M. Frankfort
713-624-4100

Warren W. Harris
713-221-2199

John K. Spiller
713-951-5631

Directors 2011-2013
Hon. David O. Fraga
713-695-5363

Jennifer A. Hasley
713-667-6900

Neil D. Kelly
713-220-4198

Daniella D. Landers
713-470-6100

Ex Officio Board Members

Delegate to ABA
Otway B. Denny, Jr.
713-651-5588

Delegate to ABA
John D. Ellis, Jr.
713-654-7900

State Bar of Texas Liaison
Travis J. Sales
713-229-1234

HYLA President
Jason Ryan
713-207-7261

Houston Bar Association 
Auxiliary Liaison
Andi Durham
281-351-7557

Houston Bar Foundation Board of Directors

Affiliated Organizations

Staff

Dispute Resolution Center: Executive Director: Nicholas Hall, 713-755-8274, Chair: Daniella D. Landers
Houston Lawyer Referral Service: Executive Director: Mary Grace Rogers, 713-237-1314, Chair: Carter Crow

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program: Executive Director: David Mandell, 713-228-0735, Chair: Brent A. Benoit

Chair
William C. (Bill) Lowrey
713-241-4957 

Vice-Chair
John Eddie Williams, Jr.
713-230-2330

Immediate Past Chair
Kent W. (Rocky) Robinson
713-220-4182

Treasurer
Daniel D. Herink
281-312-3364

Directors 2010-2012
Melanie Gray
713-546-5045

Robert J. McAughan
713-226-1154

Thomas M. Roche
713-281-584-7660

Directors 2011-2013
Glenn A. Ballard, Jr.
713-221-1454

Craig Glidden
713-309-7894 

Greg Ulmer
713-646-1363

Ex Officio Members
HBA President
Denise Scofield
713-890-5105

Secretary
Kay Sim 
713-759-1133

Membership Benefits
Free Continuing Legal Education
Pictorial Roster
The Houston Lawyer Magazine
Bi-Monthly Newsletter Houston Bar Bulletin
Substantive Law Sections
Free Lawyer Placement Service

Social and Sports Events
CLE Material Sales
Conference Room
Fee Dispute Committee
Availability of Mailing Labels
Participation in Judicial Polls

Service to the Profession through 
   Committee Membership
Service to the Community through Pro 	
   Bono Opportunities
Discounts on Products and Services

Executive Director
Kay Sim
kays@hba.org

Administrative Assistant
Ashley Gagnon Steininger
ashleyg@hba.org

Administrative Assistant - 
Events
Bonnie Simmons
bonnies@hba.org

Receptionist & 
Resource Secretary
Lucia Valdez
luciav@hba.org

Committees, Programs 
& Events Director
Claire Nelson
clairen@hba.org

Committees, Programs 
& Events Assistant 
Brian Edwards
briane@hba.org

Communications Director
Tara Shockley
taras@hba.org

Communications Assistant
& Web Designer
Brooke Eshleman
brookee@hba.org

Membership & Technology  
Director
Ron Riojas
ronr@hba.org

Education Director
Lucy Fisher
lucyf@hba.org

Community Education 
Assistant
Natasha Williams
natashaw@hba.org

Continuing Legal Education 
Assistant
Amelia Burt
ameliab@hba.org

Committee & Section Directory   2011-2012

1001 Fannin, Suite 1300           Houston, Texas 77002           713-759-1133           Fax 713-759-1710         www.hba.org
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Administration of Justice

Co-chair
Brent A. Benoit
Locke Lord Bissell & Liddell 	
     LLP
2800 JPMorgan Chase 
Tower, 600 Travis St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-226-1200
bbenoit@lockelord.com

Co-chair
Blaine Hummel
Irelan Hargis P.L.L.C.
440 Louisiana, Suite 1800
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-7666
hummel@irelanhargis.com

Co-chair
Chandria Jackson
Powers & Frost, L.L.P.
2400 One Houston Center, 
1221 McKinney St.
Houston, Texas 77010
713-767-1788
cjackson@powersfrost.com

Committee Members
Julie Barry
Lisa Michelle Brockway
Linda J. Broocks
Byron Christopher Cherry
Chelsea M. Egmon
Mynde S. Eisen
Thomas M. Gregor
Lauren Fritz Hunt
Suewan M. Johnson
Anita Kerin
Megan Blair Loving
John L. Meredith
Caroline C. Pace
Michael Francis Reeder
Elizabeth Silbert
Timothy Lee Williams

Staff Liaisons
Kay Sim
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards

This committee reviews the operation of the courts in 
Harris County, and creates opportunities for communica-
tion between attorneys and the judiciary.

Adopt-a-School
This committee maintains a partnership with B.C. Elmore 
Middle School to improve the quality of education for 
students in this North Forest ISD school. The committee 
implements enrichment programs, seeks donations and 
recruits volunteers for projects at this “adopted” school.

Alternative Dispute Resolution
This committee assists and supports the operation and 
maintenance of the Dispute Resolution Center, Inc., and 
related programs. The committee makes recommenda-
tions to the HBA Board of Directors on the operation and 
administration of these programs.

Chair
Daniella D. Landers
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 	
	 LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 3700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-470-6110
daniella.landers@
sutherland.com

Committee Members
Benny Agosto Jr.
David Bryan Cripps
Diana Perez Gomez

Hon. Mary Katherine 		
	 Kennedy
Jose R. Lopez II
Marni M. Otjen
Austin M. O’Toole
Hon. Josefina Muniz 		
	 Rendon
Michelle Adams Thuillier
B. Edward Williamson

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

AIDS Outreach
This committee works to provide assistance to persons 
with HIV/AIDS by coordinating an adopt-a-family pro-
gram and assisting HVLP’s AIDS unit.
Co-chair
Elaine S. McAnelly
JPMorgan Chase & Co.
Legal & Compliance Dept.
712 Main St., FL4 North
Houston, Texas 77002
713-216-4865
elaine.s.mcanelly@chase.com

Co-chair
Claudine James
U.S. EEOC
1919 Smith Street, 7th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-209-3442
claudine.james@eeoc.gov

Committee Members
Marjorie A. Hirsch
Cisselon Nichols Hurd
Eric Kirkpatrick
Natalie J. Kurz
Alison Jane Meyers
Melissa A. Moore
Brent C. Perry
Milton (Miles) S. Sasser
Barbara June Williams
Hon. Jeff Work

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim 
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
Daniella Landers
Sutherland Asbill & Brennan 	
	 LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 3700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-470-6110
daniella.landers@
sutherland.com

Co-chair
Gordon Dees
Isgitt, Dees & Turcotte
800 Sawyer Street
Houston, Texas 77007
713-621-2070
gordondees@msn.com

Committee Members 
J. Stephen Barrick
Hon. Patrice M. Barron
Hon. Tracy E. Christopher
Mark William Gooden
Richard P. Hogan Jr.

Kirby D. Hopkins
Neil D. Kelly
Hon. Patricia J. Kerrigan
Hon. Evelyn V. Keyes
Hon. Patricia Rae Lykos
Ruth Brown Mescall
Ron Oran
Adam David Pogach
Barry L. Racusin
Michael Rahm
Robert M. “Randy” Roach 	Jr.
Stephen M. Ryan
Hon. Robert K. Schaffer
Paul A. Schiffer
Andrew Rogers Swartz
John L. Wilkes
Hon. Donald Joseph Willy
Angelina Maria M. Zinn

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Kay Sim

Campaign for the Homeless
This committee oversees the HBA’s participation in an 
annual Campaign for the Homeless fundraising effort 
and coordinates an annual fall coat drive and spring 
children’s clothing/diaper drive.

Co-chair
Warren W. Harris
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
711 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-221-1490
warren.harris@bgllp.com

Co-chair
Susan Barrington Sanchez
Exxon Mobil Corporation
CORP-EM-1806Q
P.O. Box 2180
Houston, Texas 77252
713-656-3435
susan.b.sanchez@
exxonmobil.com

Committee Members
Kathleen Hopkins Alsina
Elizabeth L. Bolt

Joy Marie Brennan
Jamie S. Budnick
Tanya Coate Chaney
Lauren Nicole Eddy
Robert Fuentes
Emily Herbster
Sarah Hilkemann
Cynthia Y. Lam
Megan Blair Loving
Imrana Leigh Manzanares
Melissa A. Moore
Terri Silver Morgan
Michael K. Oldham
Kevin M. Page
Richard Austin Schwartz

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim 
Ashley Steininger

2011-2012
HBA

Committees

Communities In Schools
This committee partners with Communities In Schools 
to provide summer internships in the legal profession 
for high school students. The committee reviews and 
develops enrichment programs for the teens who are 
employed.
Co-chair
Hon. David Fraga
City of Houston Municipal 	
Courts
1400 Lubbock St.
Room 214
Houston, Texas 77002
713-247-5464
david.fraga@houstontx.gov                                                                

Co-chair
Amy Tabor
Schiffer Odom Hicks 
     & Johnson PLLC 
700 Louisiana St.
Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77002                                                                           
713-357-5150
atabor@sohlawfirm.com

Committee Members
Angelica Francis Adams
Dustin Lee Appel
Natalie K. Barletta
Stuart David Berger

Susan Bickley
Thomas G. Brandt
Christina Ann Bryan
Araceli Carrizales
Jessica Lynn Crutcher
Mayra Olimpia Cuello
Chelsea M. Egmon
Aundrea Kristine Frieden
Chelsie King Garza
Raymond Arther Hafner
Zenobia V. Harris
Marjorie Ann Maxwell
Gregory James Moore
Jennifer Michelle Nelsen
Ron Oran
Latosha Lewis Payne
Barrett H. Reasoner
Benjamin T. Sweet
James Edward Zucker

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Brooke Eshleman
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Consumer Law Task Force
This task force will explore and develop ways in which 
the HBA can help families face difficult consumer issues 
in challenging economic times.

Co-chair
John R. Jones
Bickerstaff Heath Delgado  	
	 Acosta, LLP
950 Echo Lane, Suite 357
Houston, Texas 77024
281-984-9997
jjones@bickerstaff.com

Co-chair
Lloyd S. van Oostenrijk
van Oostenrijk Law Firm
5300 North Braeswood 
Suite 4-150
Houston, Texas 77096                                                                       
vanolaw@comcast.net

Committee Members
Peter Joseph Bennett
Catherine Anh Thi Le
Jerry D. Lee III
Elizabeth J. Lockett
John Daniel Long
Terry Wayne Roberson

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim

How Do I Volunteer for an HBA Committee?

Are you interested in joining a committee in the next bar year, 2012-2013?  
Watch your mail and the HBA website in February 2012 for a Committee Ap-
pintment Request Form, which will allow you to sign up for the committee or 
committees of your choice. The HBA will try to accommodate your choices, 
however, there are a few committees that have limited membership. Please 
remember that reappointment to a committee on which you currently serve is 
not automatic; you must send in your Committee Appointment Request Form 
each year. For more information, contact a staff liaison for the committee you 
are interested in at 713-759-1133.
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Elder Law
Committee members visit senior citizen sites bi-monthly 
to provide legal advice to qualified senior citizens. 
Additionally, if needed, the committee members assist in 
securing legal representation for the senior by an HVLP 
volunteer attorney. The committee also supervises the 
publication and distribution of the Elder Law Handbook 
and coordinates an annual Will-A-Thon.

Fee Dispute 
This committee arbitrates disputes between attorneys 
and clients involving legal fees.

John J. Eikenburg Fun Run
This committee organizes an annual fun run for HBA 
members and the community that benefits THE 
CENTER, serving persons with developmental dis-
abilities.

Co-chair
Joy M. Eckelkamp-Torres
Wright Abshire, Attorneys, PC
4949 Bissonnet
Bellaire, Texas 77401
713-660-9595
joy@wrightabshire.com

Co-chair
Bryn Anne Poland
Law Office of Pi-Yi Mayo
5223 Garth Road
Baytown, Texas 77521
281-421-5774
Bryn@pi-yimayo.com

Committee Members
Hon. Georgia H. Akers
Jana Fay Paxton Bacarisse
Kelley M. Bentley
Clarinda Comstock
Dana V. Drexler
Emma-Louise Edwards
William C. French
Michael Lee Fuqua

Linda C. Goehrs
Donna Grotenberg	
Chris Brian Heald
Lee Neil Joseph
Christina T. Lesher
Andrew Alden Lewis
Virginia L. Lootens
Mary Elizabeth Mason
Pi-Yi Gene Mayo
Lance McLain
Charmayne Moody
Frank R. Parish
Robert Embry Price
Janeri Jael Rivero
Teresa Scardino
Jerry Wayne Simoneaux
Jeffrey J. Skarda
Darlene Payne Smith
Denise Smith
Sharon C. Stodghill
Andrea D. Wilson

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Natasha Williams

Co-chair
Thomas Miles Farrell
McGuireWoods LLP
600 Travis, Suite 7500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-571-9191
tfarrell@mcguirewoods.com 

Co-chair
Seema Puri Patel
Zions Management Services
       Company
7207 Pouter Dr.
Houston, Texas 77083
713-232-6699
seema.puri@zionsbancorp.
com

Committee Members
Kathleen Hoekstra Boll
Robert M. Browning
Bruce A. Coane
Nicholas D’Ambrosio, Jr.
Jeffrey S. Davis
J. Brantley Durrett III
Brady S. Edwards
Thomas Worthy Graves
Liza Alice Greene

Charles L. Henke, Jr.
Boyd Sommers Hoekel
Daniel D. Horowitz
Dale Jefferson
Charles T. Jeremiah
Alexander L. Kaplan
Byron Charles Keeling
Edward Joseph Mahar
Timothy M. McDaniel
Michael A. McEnrue
C. David Mee
Richard L. Merrill
Michele N. O’Brien
Frank R. Parish
Ruth E. Piller
Michael Ernest Richardson
Dinesh Harikiran Singhal
W. Ross Spence
Deborah L. Thompson
Sherrie Haussner Travers
Griffin D. Vance
D. Brent Wells
Craig Stephen Wolcott

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
Sherry L. Bankhead
Johnson, Trent, West 
& Taylor, L.L.P.
919 Milam, Suite 1700
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-2323
sbankhead@js-llp.com 

Co-chair
Simon R. Mayer
Hughes Watters Askanase 	
	 LLP
Three Allen Center
333 Clay St., 29th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-759-0818
smayer@hwa.com

Co-chair
Andrew Pearce
BoyarMiller P.C.
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1200
Houston, Texas 77027
713-850-7766
apearce@boyarmiller.com

Committee Members
Gloria E. Avila
Elizabeth L. Bolt
Tonja De Sloover
Madison Finch
Danielle Harsany
M. Scott Michelman
Kara Stauffer Philbin
Hugh M. Ray III
Hon. Reece Rondon
Matthew Simmons
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Wesley R. Ward
Mark W. Wege

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Golf Tournament
This committee plans and conducts an annual golf 
tournament for HBA members. Proceeds from the event 
benefit the Houston Bar Foundation.

Co-chair
Michael Jude Lowenberg
The O’Quinn Law Firm
Lyric Centre Building
440 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-1000
mikel@oqlaw.com

Co-chair
Hon. David M. Medina
Supreme Court of Texas
P.O. Box 12248
Austin, Texas 78711
David.Medina@txcourts.gov

Co-chair
Brian A. Salazar
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1234
brian.salazar@bakerbotts.
com

Committee Members
Eric P. Chenoweth
Jeffrey S. Davis
Alistair B. Dawson

Hon. John Donovan
Mynde S. Eisen
John Conrad Funderburk
Thomas Edward 		
	 Ganucheau
Jeffrey M. Golub
Robert Bruce Hurley
Hon. Maria T. Jackson
Christopher Scott Jones
John H. Kim
Kenneth M. Krock
Stephen Howard Lee
Hon. Scott Reiter Link
David L. Lipp
Hon. Patrick W. Mizell
William Shane Osborn
Bryan Allan Phillips
Sara Beth Richey
Todd A. Riddle
Randall O. Sorrels
Craig L. Stahl
Adam Raines Swonke

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Ashley Steininger

Gender Fairness
This committee examines issues related to gender fair-
ness in the legal profession and develops programs that 
provide a forum for discussion of issues related to gen-
der fairness, including training and support for attorneys.  
The committee promotes awareness of these issues 
within the profession and encourages law firms and 
corporate legal departments to set policies that promote 
gender fairness.
Co-chair
Laura Gibson
Ogden, Gibson, Broocks, 		
	 Longoria & Hall, LLP
Pennzoil South Tower
711 Louisiana, Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77002
713-844-3003
lgibson@ogblh.com

Co-chair
Shayne Hurst Newell
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1234
shayne.newell@bakerbotts.
com

Co-chair
Alison McMorran Sulentic
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana St.
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1811
alison.sulentic@bakerbotts.
com

Committee Members
Michael Sterling Alexander
Anna M. Archer
Debra Lyn Bruce
Christie L. Cardon
Suzanne Reddell Chauvin
Fermeen F. Fazal
Chelsie King Garza
Linda M. Glover
Kristin Elizabeth Kruse
Damian Edward LaCroix
Elaine Louise Lawson
Judy Yi-Li Liu
Jamila S. Mensah
Amy Christine Moss
Giana Ortiz
Crystal J. Parker
Sarah Steward-Lindsey
Sarah Martin Tobin

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim

County Law Library
This committee reviews the facilities of and the materials 
in the Harris County Law Library and makes recommen-
dations to the HBA Board of Directors on how the Bar 
can serve the library.
Chair
Hon. Michael C. Massengale
1st Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto, 10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-655-2700
Michael.massengale@
txcourts.gov

Committee Members
Anna M. Archer
Patricia Casey
David Alejandro de la Cerda

Eric Michael English
Stephen D. Fox
James R. Harris
Ted Hirtz
Jonathan M. Ishee
Stanley Paul Santire
Jeffrey J. Skarda
Robert Stewart
Lloyd S. van Oostenrijk
Lee Harper Wilson

Staff Liaison
Ashley Gagnon Steininger
Kay Sim

Continuing Legal Education
This committee plans and executes continuing legal edu-
cation seminars, institutes, and special programs.
Co-chair
Michael M. Essmyer
Essmyer & Daniel, P.C.
5111 Center Street
Houston, Texas 77007
713-869-1155
messmyer@essmyerdaniel.
com

Co-chair
Micah S. Heilbrun
Littler Mendelson, PC
1301 McKinney St.
Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77010
713-652-4736
mheilbrun@littler.com

Committee Members
Lee Arellano
Gordon Thomas Arnold
Pamelia Sunna Barnett
Barry S. Baumgarten
Frank B. Daniel

Melanie W. Flowers
Jason L. Fowell
Erica Meadough Graham
Douglas E. Koger
Marilyn Kulifay
Beverly B. Lord
L. Renée Lowe
M. Scott Michelman
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Jeffrey L. Oldham
Sarah Patel Pacheco
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Hon. Ravi K. Sandill
Stanley Paul Santire
Daniel James Schuch
William Lance Stodghill
Justin Brett Strother
Annette L. Tripp
Hon. Meca Latreice Walker
 
Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Amelia Burt
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Habitat for Humanity
This committee oversees the HBA’s participation in 
fundraising efforts and organizes volunteer efforts for 
the building of the 15th Habitat for Humanity House.
Co-chair
Avery Emison Carson
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5151
acarson@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Richard L. Sitton
Simpson Thacher & Bartlett
909 Fannin, Suite 1475
Houston, Texas 77010
713-821-5613
rsitton@stblaw.com

Co-chair
Bridget Burke Vick
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis, Suite 4200
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4113
bridgetburke@andrewskurth.
com

Committee Members
Katherine Turner Baehl
Jerrad Douglas Bloome
Christina Ann Bryan

Douglas D. D’Arche
Eric Michael English
Kristen Williams Golden
Matthew Bradley Grunert
Kevin J. Hagerty
Alexander L. Kaplan
Daniel R. Kirshbaum
Mitchell Reed Kreindler
Natalie J. Kurz
Maria Sara Lowry
D. Ryan Nayar
Brent C. Perry
Patricia Speer Pollard
Terrence Bouvier Robinson
I. Clay Rogers
Elizabeth M. Silbert
Matthew Simmons
Andrew Rogers Swartz
Lowri Sian Thomas
Karen Akin Van Holten
Mark W. Wege
Joseph L. “Trey” Wood III
Angelina Maria M. Zinn

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Ron Riojas

The Houston Lawyer
This committee is chaired by the person appointed edi-
tor of The Houston Lawyer magazine. The committee is 
responsible for the editing and publishing of the maga-
zine in cooperation with the HBA staff and sets editorial 
policies and procedures as approved by the HBA Board 
of Directors.

Houston Lawyer Referral Service
This committee serves as the Houston Lawyer Referral 
Service Board and provides services to and support of 
the Lawyer Referral Service as needed and approved by 
the HBA Board of Directors.

Editor in Chief
Tamara Stiner Toomer
Attorney at Law
832-266-2358
tdstiner@hotmail.com

Associate Editors
Keri D. Brown
Don W. Rogers
Robert W. Painter
Angela LaTricia Dixon
Julie Barry

Editorial Board
Sharon D. Cammack
Don Duane Ford III
Sammy Ford IV
Polly Graham

John S. Gray
Al Harrison
Farrah Martinez
Judy L. Ney
Edward J. (Nick) Nicholas
Caroline C. Pace
Robert Warren Painter
Donald W. Rogers, Jr.
Benjamin K. Sanchez
Joy E. Sanders
Hannah Sibiski
Gary Allen Wiener
N. Jill Yaziji

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Brooke Eshleman

Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program
This committee oversees the operation of the HBA’s 
Houston Volunteer Lawyers Program, which provides pro 
bono legal services to eligible Houston citizens who meet 
HVLP’s established financial guidelines.

Chair
Alistair B. Dawson
Beck, Redden & Secrest, 	
     L.L.P. 
1221 McKinney, Suite 4500
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-3720
adawson@brsfirm.com

Committee Members
Brent A. Benoit
Hon. Jane Nenninger Bland
Michael Cancienne
Carter Crow

Amy Catherine Dinn
Stewart W. Gagnon
Warren W. Harris
Neil D. Kelly	
William C. Lowrey
Hon. Frank B. Rynd
Susan Barrington Sanchez
John K. Spiller	
John B. Strasburger
Norma Levine Trusch

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

Judicial Polls
This committee develops and distributes, in election 
years, a judicial candidate qualification questionnaire 
and judicial preference poll, and in non-election years, 
a judicial evaluation questionnaire to HBA members. 
The committee also is responsible for disseminating the 
results of these polls to members and the public with the 
assistance of the HBA staff.
Co-chair
Robert Bruce Hurley
King & Spalding LLP
1100 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-7383
bhurley@kslaw.com

Committee Members
J. Stephen Barrick
Staci Dian Biggar
Robbie Gail Charette
Thomas Edward 		
	 Ganucheau

Hon. Dan Hinde
Joseph Charles Matta
Terri Silver Morgan
Nathan Dale Moss
Allissa Pollard
Jacqueline D. Smith
Hon. Jeff Work

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley 
Kay Sim

I.D.E.A.
The committee coordinates the Interprofessional Drug 
Education Alliance (IDEA), a cooperative effort between 
the HBA and Harris County medical Professionals. 
Through IDEA, physician/lawyer teams educate fifth 
graders about the medical and legal consequences of 
drug abuse.

Co-chair
Hon. Carlos R. Garcia
Attorney at Law
1314 Texas Ave., Suite 610
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-5870
crgarciaatlaw@peoplepc.
com

Co-chair
Deborah Lepow Ziegler
Attorney at Law
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1100
Houston, Texas 77027
713-960-6620
dlziegler@comcast.net

Committee Members
Nazak “Nazey” Azimpoor
Joseph Isam Balat
Hon. Denise Dryer Bradley

Clarinda Comstock
Erin Craig
Mayra Olimpia Cuello
Mark S. Dube Sr.
Mary Kathleen Evans
Angela C. Garcia 
Donna Marie Hawkins
Brandon G. Leonard
Imrana Leigh Manzanares
Richard Kevin McInnis
Joseph A. Michels
Shannon Taylor Moore
Sara Beth Richey

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher
Natasha Williams

Chair
Carter Crow
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5218
mcrow@fulbright.com

Committee Members
Mary “Mayzie” Burke
Don Duane Ford III
Kristy Gabrielova
Johnny Garza
Lee Giddens
Jack Hardin
Warren Harris
Jennifer A. Hasley
Gillian A. Hobson

David Hsu
Frank Griffith Jones
Goran Krnaich
Farrah Martinez
Terrence Norman
Matt Schaffer
Mark Schuck
Richard Schwartz
Jo Simmons
Dinesh Singhal
Brant Jeffrey Stogner
Albert T. Van Huff
Joe Villareal

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

H.A.Y. Center 
This committee plans, implements and recruits volunteers 
for the Houston Alumni and Youth (H.A.Y.) Center, which 
serves teens aging out of Harris County’s Foster Care 
System
Co-chair
Ellyn Josef
Vinson & Elkins LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 2500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-758-2222
ejosef@velaw.com

Co-chair
Lynn Kamin
Jenkins & Kamin, L.L.P.
Two Greenway Plaza, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77046
713-600-5500
lkamin@jenkinskamin.com

Co-chair
Gregory Ulmer
Baker Hostetler LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 2000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-751-1717
gulmer@bakerlaw.com

Committee Members
Barry S. Baumgarten
David M. Bond
Christie L. Cardon
Angela LaTricia Dixon
Madison Finch
Donna Dorothy Grotenberg
Michael Lance Herman
Connie W. Howell
Jerry D. Lee III
Jennifer B. LeMaster
L. Renée Lowe
Ashley Jane Pall
Allissa Pollard
Melanie Ann Rubinsky
Joy E. Sanders
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Carita S. Walker

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim
Bonnie Simmons
Ashley Steininger

Harris County Pro Bono Awards
This committee of judges and attorneys reviews applica-
tions and chooses recipients of the annual Harris County 
Bench Bar Pro Bono Awards.
Co-chair
Hon. Joseph J. “Tad” 
Halbach, Jr.
333rd District Court
201 Caroline, 14th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-368-6470
tad_halbach@justex.net

Co-chair
Denise Scofield
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP
1000 Lousiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
dscofield@morganlewis.com

Committee Members
Brent Benoit
Hon. Jo Robin Brown
Hon. R. Jack Cagle
Alistair Dawson
Hon. Belinda Joy Hill
Hon. Martha Hill Jamison
Joseph C. Matta
Sylvia Mayer
Hon. Roy L. Moore
Hon. Josefina Muniz 		
	 Rendon
Lan T. Nguyen
Hon. Michael H. Schneider Jr.

Staff Liaison
Kay Sim

Historical
This committee is responsible for researching and pre-
serving the history of the HBA and its members.
Co-chair
Hon. Jane Nenninger Bland
Justice - First Court of Appeals
1307 San Jacinto
10th Floor
Houston, Texas 77002
713-655-2700
jane.bland@1stcoa.courts.
state.tx.us

Co-chair
Todd M. Frankfort
Fullenweider Wilhite PC
4265 San Felipe, Suite 1400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-624-4100
tmf@fullenweider.com

Co-chair
Lionel M. Schooler
Jackson Walker L.L.P.
1401 McKinney, Suite 1900
Houston, Texas 77010
713-752-4516
lschooler@jw.com

Committee Members
Hon. Patrice M. Barron
Melanie D. Bragg
David A. Chaumette
J. James Cooper
Hon. John Donovan
J. Brantley Durrett III
Brady S. Edwards
Hon. Kem Thompson Frost
Ted Hirtz
Richard P. Hogan Jr.
Jonathan M. Ishee
Rachel Ann Palmer
Denise Smith
Martin Irwin von Rosenberg
Earl H. Walker

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Kay Sim



22 September/Ocrtober 2011 Houston Bar Bulletin

This committee plans and implements a comprehensive 
program of activities in commemoration of Law Day, 
May 1, a national holiday set aside to recognize the 
importance of law in our society.

This committee assists in recruiting volunteer attorneys 
to act as tutors for B.C. Elmore Middle School.  The com-
mittee coordinates the HBA’s participation in the READ 
Commission’s Spelling Bee, and conducts an annual 
book drive for “gently-used” books.

Co-chair
Benny Agosto, Jr. 
Abraham, Watkins, Nichols, 
Sorrels, Agosto & Friend
800 Commerce Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-222-7211
bagosto@abrahamwatkins.
com

Co-chair
E. Marie Jamison
Wright & Close, L.L.P.
Three Riverway, Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77056
713-572-4321
jamison@wrightclose.com

Committee Members
Anita Jewel Barksdale

Sammy Ford IV
Hon. Kem Thompson Frost
Angela C. Garcia
Linda M. Glover
Anita Mayur Kerin
Joseph Charles Matta
Marni M. Otjen
Rachel Ann Palmer
Shelley L. Poore
Bryon Allyn Rice
Deshonda Charles Tackett
Lowri Sian Thomas
Anastassios Triantaphyllis

Staff Liaisons 
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Co-chair
John K. Spiller
Strasburger & Price, LLP
1401 McKinney, Suite 2200
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-5600
john.spiller@strasburger.com

Co-chair
Alison J. Gates
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 	
	 LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
alison.j.gates@gmail.com

Committee Members
Pooja S. Amin
Traci Moore Bennett
David M. Bond
Kathy D. Boutchee
Celeste E. Byrom
Sharon D. Cammack
Tanya Coate Chaney
Jessica Lynn Crutcher

Mynde S. Eisen
Joanne M. Ericksen
Lisa Tuters Flint
Courtney Gahm
Sara Coane Goldberg
Matthew Bradley Grunert
Boyd Sommers Hoekel
Lee Neil Joseph
Daniella D. Landers
Jennifer B. LeMaster
Judy Yi-Li Liu
John Daniel Long
Jennifer Michelle Nelsen
Ashley Jane Pall
Shelley L. Poore
Lara Marie Price
Sarah Steward-Lindsey
Esther Cortez Treneer

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Lawyers Against Waste
This committee works with the City of Houston and Keep 
Houston Beautiful to organize an annual trash clean-up 
project which commemorates Law Day and Earth Day.

Co-chair
Amy Catherine Dinn
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-5324
adinn@gardere.com

Co-chair
Jennifer A. Hasley 
Hasley Scarano, L.L.P.
P.O. Box 25371
Houston, Texas 77265
713-667-6900
jennifer@hasleyscarano.
com

Committee Members
Jamie S. Budnick
Steven Everett Day

David Alejandro de la Cerda
Gregory M. Hasley
Suewan M. Johnson
Mitchell E. Kilby
Natalie J. Kurz
Derek J. Lisk
Sameera Kapasi Mahendru
J. Michael Monks
Julie Baumgarten Pradel
Robin Marie Preussel
Seema Puri Patel
Karen Akin Van Holten
Martin Irwin von Rosenberg
Destinee N. Waiters

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger 

Law Week

Lawyers for Literacy

LegalLine
This committee oversees the operation of the HBA’s 
twice monthly call-in program, that provides free legal 
help for Houston citizens. The committee is responsible 
for recruiting panels of volunteer attorneys to answer 
questions from callers between 5 p.m. and 9 p.m. on the 
first and third Wednesdays of each month.

Co-chair
Keri D. Brown
Baker Botts L.L.P.
One Shell Plaza
910 Louisiana Street
Houston, Texas 77002
713-229-1436
keri.brown@bakerbotts.com

Co-chair
Zena Habal
Bracewell & Giuliani LLP
711 Louisiana, Suite 2300
Houston, Texas 77002
713-223-2300
zena.habal@bgllp.com

Co-chair
Sara C. Longtain
Locke Lord Bissell 
     & Liddell LLP
600 Travis Street
Suite 2800
Houston, Texas 77002
713-226-1346
slongtain@lockelord.com

Co-chair
Mitch A. Reid 
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis St., Suite 4200 
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4138
mreid@akllp.com

Co-chair
David M. Silbert
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5151
dsilbert@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Mingda Zhao
Vinson & Elkins LLP
1001 Fannin, Suite 2500
Houston, Texas 77002
713-758-2222
mzhao@velaw.com

Staff Liaisons
Lucy Fisher 
Natasha Williams

Membership, Member Benefits and 
Pictorial Roster Committee

Chair
Alistair B. Dawson
Beck, Redden & Secrest, 		
     L.L.P.
1221 McKinney, Suite 4500
Houston, Texas 77010
713-951-3700
adawson@brsfirm.com

Committee Members
Benny Agosto, Jr.
Michael Sterling Alexander
Brent A. Benoit
David A. Chaumette
Bruce A. Coane
Daniel Cratty
Carter Crow
Hon. David O. Fraga

Todd M. Frankfort
Laura Gibson
Warren W. Harris
Jennifer A. Hasley
Yvonne Ho
Neil D. Kelly
T. Mark Kelly
Daniella D. Landers
Cassandra M. McGarvey
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Richard Austin Schwartz
Denise Scofield
John K. Spiller

Staff Liaisons
Ron Riojas
Kay Sim

This committee works to increase the membership of the 
HBA and makes recommendations to the HBA Board of 
Directors on the timing and nature of membership drives.  
The committee conducts at least one membership drive 
each year and actively solicits members for the organiza-
tion.  The committee also monitors the current member-
ship benefits package, makes additional member benefit 
recommendations to the HBA Board of Directors and 
oversees the publication of the annual Pictorial Roster 
of HBA members.

Law & the Media
This committee plans and executes the annual Law 
and the Media seminar, as well as a bi-annual media 
training program, when requested, for the HBA Board 
of Directors.
Media Co-chair
Margaret Downing
Houston Press
1621 Milam
Houston, Texas 77002
margaret.downing@
houstonpress.com

Attorney Co-chair
Scott A. Durfee
Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office 
1201 Franklin Ave., Suite 600
Houston, Texas 77002
713-755-5800
durfee_scott@dao.co.harris.
tx.us 

Committee Members
Dr. Myrna Skobel Agris
Charles L. Aycock
Gerald Mark Birnberg
Erma Bonadero
Mary A. Flood

Donna Marie Hawkins
Edward A. Mattingly
Jane Johnston Mumey
Crystal J. Parker
Giselle Suzanne Torres
Griffin D. Vance

Media Committee 
Members
Phil Archer
Mark Babineck
Carrie Criado
Pam Easton
Tracee Evans
Sheila Hansel
Donna Hawkins
Juan Lozano
Erin Powers
Roy R. Reynolds
Trent Seibert

Staff Liaisons
Tara Shockley
Brooke Eshleman

Juvenile Consequences Partnership
A partnership of the HBA, the Harris County Juvenile 
Probation Department, the Harris County District 
Attorney’s Office and the Houston Police Department 
provides information to youth who are on probation, 
along with their parents. Each partner discusses its role 
in the juvenile justice system.
Co-chair
Ruth Brown Mescall
DPS
12220 S. Gessner
Houston, Texas 77002
713-219-4140
chinacreekroad@aol.com

Co-chair
Miriam J. Riskind
Isenberg & Riskind
12 Greenway Plaza 
Suite 1100
Houston, Texas 77046
713-940-0640
rumpybull@aol.com

Committee Members
Barry S. Baumgarten
Stuart David Berger	
Hon. Carlos R. Garcia
Marc D. Isenberg
John Stewart Maisel
Marjorie Ann Maxwell
Latosha Lewis Payne
Christopher D. Porter
Andrew J. Smith
D. Christene Wood

Staff Liaisons
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim
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Professionalism
This committee works to promote professionalism within 
the legal community and to encourage public awareness 
of the HBA’s commitment to its mandate on profes-
sionalism.  The committee also coordinates the HBA 
Mentor Program and Professionalism Day which is held 
annually in conjunction with the three local law schools. 
Co-chair
Erin E. Lunceford
Sprott, Rigby, Newsom, 		
	 Robbins & Lunceford, 	
	 P.C.
2211 Norfolk,  Suite 1150
Houston, Texas 77098
713-523-8338
lunceford@sprottrigby.com

Co-chair
James C. Winton
Baker Hostetler LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 2000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-751-1600
jwinton@bakerlaw.com

Committee Members
Patricia L. Casey
Hon. Tracy E. Christopher
J. James Cooper
Kimberly Lynn Cunningham
Jennifer D. Edwards
Joanne M. Ericksen
Hon. J. Richard Hall

Danielle Harsany
Derek J. Lisk
Farrah Martinez
Timothy M. McDaniel
Nathan Dale Moss
Marni M. Otjen
Taunya M. Painter
Hugh M. Ray III
Vianei Lopez Robinson
Travis A. Torrence
Anastassios Triantaphyllis
Jack Edward Urquhart
Wesley R. Ward
N. Jill Yaziji

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger

Speakers Bureau
This committee is responsible for maintaining a list of 
HBA members who volunteer to speak before schools, 
service clubs, and other civic organizations. The HBA 
office serves as a contact point for citizens and organiza-
tions to request such speakers.
Co-chair
Carter Crow
Fulbright & Jaworski L.L.P.
1301 McKinney, Suite 5100
Houston, Texas 77010
713-651-5218
mcrow@fulbright.com

Co-chair
Hon. Maria T. Jackson
Judge - 339th District Court
1201 Franklin, Room 14136  
Houston, TX  77002
713-755-7784
maria_jackson@justex.net

Committee Members
Tony M. Davis
Rodney D. Glover
Sara Coane Goldberg
Barclay Richard Nicholson
Adam David Pogach
Michael Hendryx
Daniel D. Horowitz
Damian LaCroix
Patrick F. McCann
C. David Mee
Terry Wayne Roberson

William James Sharp
Stephen J. Smith
Jack Edward Urquhart
A. Lewis Ward
Charles L. Aycock
Natalie K. Barletta
Hon. J. Richard Hall
Brenton P. Monteleone
Craig Muessig
Melanie Ann Rubinsky
Patrick F. Timmons Jr.
Jeffrey J. Tompkins
Esther Cortez Treneer
Kathryn Nicole Voyles
Barbara June Williams

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim

Special Olympics
This committee coordinates and recruits volunteers 
needed to support the various athletic events in conjunc-
tion with Texas Special Olympics.
Co-chair
Alicia Thais Freed
Kruse Law Firm, P.C.
8582 Katy Freeway
Suite 150
Houston, Texas 77024
713-624-1234
freed@kruselawfirm.com

Co-chair
Kenneth M. Krock
Rapp & Krock, P.C.
3050 Post Oak Blvd.
Suite 400
Houston, Texas 77056
713-759-9977
kkrock@rk-lawfirm.com

Committee Members
Jerrad Douglas Bloome
Hon. Denise Dryer Bradley
Bradford Douglas Crockard
Frank B. Daniel
Steven Everett Day
Trisha Jane English
Amy Pharr Hefley

Hon. Paula Herring 		
	 Goodhart
Lauren Fritz Hunt
Scott Keys
Daniel R. Kirshbaum
Daniel Leventhal
Hon. Scott Reiter Link
Mark Thomas Murray
Mitch A. Reid
Randi M. Revisore
Ikeshia L. Rodriguez
Andrew J. Smith
Bridget Burke Vick
John L. Wilkes
Vasilia M. Wilkes

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons
Kay Sim

Senior Lawyers Forum
This committee is responsible for maintaining a list of 
members of the association who are 55 years of age or 
older. Quarterly meetings are held by this committee to 
provide networking, mentoring, and CLE activities.

Chair
Dan Leightman
Gardere Wynne Sewell LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 3400
Houston, Texas 77002
713-276-5681
dleightman@gardere.com

Committee Members
Michael A. Abbott
Patricia L. Casey
Hon. Mike Engelhart
John Palmer Hutcheson
Michael B. Karchmer

Beverly B. Lord
William E. Matthews
Stephen J. Smith
Sherrie Haussner Travers
Douglas Bartlett Wilson

Staff Liaison
Bonnie Simmons

Minority Opportunities in
the Legal Profession

This committee will encourage and promote equal 
opportunities for, as well as active involvement and par-
ticipation by, minority lawyers in the legal profession and 
in the Houston Bar Association by, inter alia, developing 
and sponsoring educational programs, as well as service 
and support projects.
Co-chair
Cisselon Nichols Hurd
Shell Oil Company
P.O. Box 2463
Houston, Texas 77252
713-241-0979
cisselon.nichols@shell.com

Co-chair
Neil D. Kelly
Andrews Kurth LLP
600 Travis, Suite 4200
Houston, Texas 77002
713-220-4200
nkelly@andrewskurth.com

Co-chair
Sandra L. Phillips
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius 	
	 LLP
1000 Louisiana, Suite 4000
Houston, Texas 77002
713-890-5000
sphillips@morganlewis.com

Committee Members
John A. Adkins
Benny Agosto, Jr.
David A. Chaumette
Byron Christopher Cherry
David Bryan Cripps
Kimberly Lynn Cunningham
Donna Davis-Gregory

Shani Ain Dennis
Fermeen F. Fazal
Melanie W. Flowers
Robert Fuentes
Eleanor Heard Gilbane
Rodney D. Glover
Kevin Hardman
Emily Herbster
Shannon LaDwan Mathis 	
	 Keaton
Jose R. Lopez II
Myron D. May
Maureen Pecinovsky
Christopher D. Porter
Allison Regan
Bruce J. Ruzinsky
Vince Ryan
Hon. Ravi K. Sandill
Deshonda Charles Tackett
Lisa Brindle Talbot
Travis A. Torrence
Genetha Barton Turner
Jeffrey Scott Whittle
Timothy Lee Williams

Staff Liaisons
Claire Nelson
Brian Edwards
Kay Sim
Ashley Steininger


